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AN EVENING WITH A CATAMOUNT. 


BY C, A. 


In the spring of 64 I was one of those liv- 
ing skeletons, resened from the den of famine 
and death at Salisbury. All through the long 
summer I had lain amid the odors of a hos- 
pital; and it was August before I was able to 
return to my home at Bangor, Maine, It had 
been a “touch and a go” with me, and the 
weakness of a constitution sapped to its very 
roots still held me down. 

“ Keep in the fresh pure air, my boy; and 
exercise what you feel to,” was the advice of 
our old physician. ‘ You'll come up little by 
little.” 

But it was slow work. September, with its 
myriad colors, came, to find me restless and 
impaticnt, but far from strong. 

“Can't you plan to take a trip up to the 
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STEPHENS, 


Lakes, and around Katahdin?” sald the doe- 
tor one day, as I was complaining, and be- 
rating him for not giving me something to 
set me on my legs, “Nothing better than 
that. The grand scenery there will occupy 
and interest your mind, which is as much at 
fault as your body just now.” 

T hailed the proposition. It-had been one 
of the pet dreams of my boyhood. Qld John 
Clives the trapper, whose stories used to be 
the delight of my early years, was just sctting 
off on his fall tour up the west branch of the 
Penobscot; and I gladly put myself under the 
old man’s care. 

Forty years’ experience in that singular 
region had made him familiar with both its 
physical features and the many curious 
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legends which the Indians tell of Pomtoola, 
the strange being or demon who used to in- 
habit Katahdin atid the surrounding wilder- 
ness. The old fellow was never tired of re- 
pealing these; they wero a part of his life, 
and served to beguile the long canoe journey 
up the Penobscot, and past lake after lake, 
linked together by it, where the Aboljackne- 
gesic and the Aboljacarmeguscook pour thetr 
clear cold waters into the west branch, with- 
in afew rods of each other, Here we left 
our canoe, aud struck off ina north-easterty 
direction, for a chain of ponds, known as the 
Katahdin ponds. Here Clives was intending 
to put down his traps. Near the shore of 
one of the largest of these we stumbled upon 
anold logging-camp, which we took possession 
of and established ourselves for a stay of some 
weeks, 

It was our fifth day there, if I remember 
correctly; Clives had got his cordon of traps 
set, and had gone that afternoon on his first 
round to visit them, telling me I need not ex- 
pect him till late, Ihad been fishing along 
the shore of the pond for nearly 2 mile from 
our camp, when turning into a little nook in 
the shore, overhung by alders, under whicha 
small brook came in, I espied a raccoon 
digaing tn the mad, 

‘The recognition was mutual. He eyed me a 
moment, with his cunning visage turned 
askew, then senttled away among the bushes. 
Hoping to make him take up a tree, I drépped 
my pole and gave chase. But there were no 
trees to his liking very near, and I was about 
giving up the race, when Mr, Graycoat stop- 
ped at the foot of a large yellow birch, and 
looking round at me as if he thought ita 
more than usually good joke, suddenly 
disappeared, . 

Coming up, I found there was a large open- 
ing im the trunk near the ground, and looking 
in, saw that the tree was entirely hollow—a 
mere shell some three or four feet in diame- 
ter, lighted by several other holes and clefts 
up and down the trunk. TF could see the coon 
up some fifteen or twenty feet, clinging on to 
the side and peering curiously down to see 
what I was about. 

TfL had brought my gun T could easily have 
taken him off his perch; Dut that was at the 
camp a mile away. A long pole was the next 
thing that suggested itself—my fishing-pole; 
but that was too far of Just then, however, 
Tsaw a long dry one, lying on the ground at 
some distance, and ran to get it. I had 
stooped to pick it up, when all at once there 


came a cry-~a scream, so shrill and pfereing 
that I involuntarily cried out myself, It 
seemed to come, from over my head; and 
glancing up to the treetops, I saw a large 
gray creature, crouched upon the limb of a 
maple in the attitude of springing, To turn 
and run was my first and very natural impulse. 
Jn an instant there was another shriek, fol- 
lowed by a heavy spring among the leaves, 
which shook the ground behind me, 

Back towards the hollow tree Lsped. Why, 
Thardly knew. But the cavity at the root 
Bave me the idea as I approached, and diving 
into it I scrambled up on the inside like a 
chimney-sweep. It was my turn to climb 
now, and I went up with as much alacrity as 
the coon had done. Te, meanwhile, went up 
higher, dirowlng down a shower of punk and 
dirt into my eyes, which were, I presume, 
open to their fullest extent. 

Twas scarcely in ere the creature was at 
the hole, making a strange purring noise. 
He might almost have reached my feet with- 
out climbing at first. Perhaps the quantity 
of rotten wood which was falling blinded him. 
The coon and I were both doing ovr best in 
that respect. Aud if the shower in his eyes 
bore any proportion to that In mine I dowt 
wonder he hesitated. But be that as it may, 
I had great reason to be thankful for the 
delay. For while he was snufting and purr- 
ing at the root, I managed to wriggle up 
some tiyenty or thirty feet, to where a large 
limb had grown out. The root of the limy 
had not rotted away with the rest of the 
wood, but extended out into the inside of the 
cavity, affording me a sort of seat, IIcre, 
with a long sliver, ov shim, in my hand, such 
ag are often seen along the inside of decaying 
trees, I sat prepared to act upon the 
defensive, 

I did not have long to wait. For the cloud 
of dust subsiding a little, the creature per- 
ceived me, and uttering another scream, be- 
gan climbing up after us. The sliver which 
T held was six or seven feet long and sound. 
though covered with rot and dirt. I got out 
my pocket knife, and quickly sharpened the 
hard wood down to an acute point. It thus 
became quite an effective weapon. And as 
soon as the catamount—for such I judge it to 
have been—came within reach, I gave him a 
“jab” in the free, with my spear—then 
another, and another, dealt. down upon him 
with al] my strength. Tis elaws were occu- 
pied in holding on. A new shower of dirt 
rattled down into his eyes, 
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Tredoubled my thrusts. It grew too hot 
for him, and I had the inexpressible pleasure 
of seeing him slide down to the bottom, 
growling and snarling with rage. But Ina 
moment he was up on the outside. I heard 
his claws in the bark; and could see him as 
he passed the rifis and holes in the old trunk, 
But the aperture at the top was too small to 
adinit anything but his head or one paw ata 
time. 

Seeing the coon he commenced a series of 
eries and screeches, and thrusting in first 
ouc paw and then the other, tried to reach 
him. Bad as was my own situation, I could 
not help thinking that I was much better off 
than the coon. He was between two im- 
placable foes. But he bore it very philose- 
phically. When the eatamount’s claws came 
too near he would shrink down a little to- 
wards me, keeping an eye to both of us, with 
a coolness that struck me as rather admirable 
under the cireumstanees, I don't know what 
he thought of his chanee. Ie didn’t let it 
rob him of his self-possession; and his queer 
quizzical face was a3 much of a joke as cver. 

Finding he couldn’t get in at the top, the 
panther began to descend, and coming down 
to the hole, just above my head, looked in. 
Quick as a flash his long paw popped in and 
clutched up my cap with I don’t know how 
much hair, I had to erouch close to keep 
my head from following it. 

Such claws! they must have been five or 
six inches in length, and shot out of his toes 
with tho rapidity of thought. Oneo within 
their grip, all escape would be impossible. 

Withdrawing his foot, he would cye mea 
noment, then thrust it in again and strain to 
reach me, with a display of muscular activity 
truly wonderful. But getting out my knife, 
I gave him such sharp pricks that he soon 
got sick of that sort of exercise; and after 
glaring at me for a long while, went down to 
try at the bottom again. 

Whenever his head appeared within the 
opening I let the punk and shims go at him, 
in such quantities that he soon had to dig 
them out to get a look at all. 

Lying stretched out on the ground, he 
would fix his eyes first on one, then on another 
of the holes along the trunk, and at the least 
movement spring up, fixing his claws into 
the bark, and in a moment be at the top, 
looking down at the coon, till, finding us all 
still beyond his reach, he would go back to 
watch again, 

Leould see him quite distinctly from my 


loophole. A long, lithe body-—six fect, T 
thonght, with the large cat head, strong legs 
aud broad feet, from which his claws were 
uneasily protruding and receding, and a long 
tail switching to and fro with restless impa- 
tienee—the very embodiment of strength and 
ferocity. 

How to eseape was the next question, after 
the momentary peril had ceased, Would the 
catamount go away of his own accord? He 
didn’t act like it. His movements seemed to 
indicate that he meant to try a siege. 

Night had come on—but the moon was 
rising over the treetops. I remember think- 
ing whether this were not nearly as bad as 
Salisbury, but believe, I decided that it 
wasn’t thus far. I looked up to the raccoon, 
he was reconnuitéring through a crevice. 

Suddenly the idea struck me that if I could 
force the coon out the panther might seize 
him, and perhaps be satisfied with one of us, 
But I confess that it was not without some 
self reproach that [ began to put this plan in 
execution. We were companions in danger, 
and to drive him ont to certain death was 
truly the very climax of selfishness. But the 
instinct of self-preservation is not to be sub- 
jected to moral tests. 

Again sharpening my stick, I stood up on 
my seat, and drove the coon up before me. 
Ile offered no resistance, though manifesting 
the greatest reluctance to go out at the top. 
But f forced him out. The moment he ap- 
peared in sight the eatamount leaped up after 
him. 

Poor felow! he made one frantic attempt 
to get back into the tree, then turned to bat- 
tle with the ascending monster, One sharp 
ery of fear and agony, and his life-blood was 
feeding our savage besieger. After sucking 
at his throat for a few moments, the congar 
sprung down and ran off into the forest, with 
the coon in his mouth. J saw him disappear 
among the shadows, and heard his footsteps 
die away in the distance. 

It was an opportunity not to be neglected. 


‘Iwas not long getting down, Crawling out 


of the tree, I made a bec-line for the camp, in 
nearly an opposite direction, at about my best 
paces, It was ten o’clock when I got in. I 
found Clives wondering at my absence, and 
considerably alarmed. I told him of my ad- 
venture; and the next morning we moved our 
camp down to the Millinocket Lake. We 
didn’t like the neighborhood. A catamount is 
not, in my very humble opinion, an agreeable 
eompanion to spend an evening with, 
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AN EVENING WITH A DETECTIVE. 


BY JAMES FRANKLIN FITTS. 


THE ALIBL 

Tr there is anything more calculated to 
sharpen a man’s wits, and keep him cantinu- 
Mly on the Jonkont than the detective’s busi- 
ness, I don’t know what it can be. A few 
years of the life that we in this peeuliar bust- 
ness lave ta lead makes it a man’s second 
nature to be watchful without seeming to be 
so at all, and to take notice of what is going 
on even when not engaged on any particular 
“day,” as the rogues say. I have two little 
stories to tell which will ilustrate this. 

One Sunday, about. ten years ago, I found 
myself at Carlisle, a flourishing town on the 
Blank and Blank Railroad. I was consider- 
ably acquainted there, and had been there 
pretty often on business; but my being there 
at this timo was the result of an accident 


7 


mercly. I had been three hundred miles 
west of this, trying in vain to find a clue to 
the whereabouts of an abseonding defaulter; 
and coming back to take 0 fresh start, 1 found 
that a flood had submerged the track for 
several miles east of Cacliste, aud chat thers 
would be no getting away till Monday, at thé 
least, So L made a virtue of necessity, and 
telegraphing my detention and its cause to 
my family, F went up town, 

After dinner at the hotel, I dropped in at 
the office of the district attorney, with whom 
Twas well acquainted, I found him arrang- 
ing the details of a number of criminat cases 
which were to be tried at the court which 
began the following Monday, 

“Anything of importance ?” I asked, rather 
carelessly, : 
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- “One, at least,’ he replied. “ Joe Slifer, a 
notorious scoundrel, is to be tried for high- 
way robbery. The victim was dragged out of 
his buggy on a lonely road, beaten insensible, 
and robbed of a thousand dollars, He iden- 
tifies Slifer positively as one of the ruflians.” 

“What's the defence?” 

“J can’t imagine, I don't think there is 
any, in reality.” 

“Maybe he'll prove an alibi,” I Jocosely 
suggested. Ue shook his head. 

“They'll hardly try that,’ he said. “The 
facts are too clear.” 

After some more unimportant conversation 
with him, I returned to the hotel, where I 
spent the remainder of the day. 

‘The next day was Sunday. I awoke quite 
early, and found the promise of a beautiful 
summer day so good that I dressed myself 
and sallied out for a walk. Nobody was 
stirring yet about the hotel, and the streets 
were perfectly still. I walked around several 
squares, aud returned to the hotel, meeting 
only one person on the way. 

That person was standing in the doorway 

of a basement saloon as I passed. I looked 
down casually, and saw him standing there 
in his shirt-sleeves. His hair was tumbled, 
-and he was gaping, as if just awakened. I 
did not discover that he was doing anything 
particular there; I thought afterward that it 
was quite likely that he had been left ina 
drunken sleep on, the floor or on a bench in 
the bar the night before, and that waking up 
at this early hour, he had taken the wrong 
door tu secking for his lodgings, and had 
come aut of doors instead of going to bed, 
My lovk at him was merely a side glance, but 
that was enough to photograph his face in my 
mind. It was a thin, bilious face, perfectly 
smooth, with a long nose, much twisted to 
one side, and a red sear over the left eye. I 
marked it instantly as the face of a rascal. 
How I could do that, 1 can’t explain; our 
‘business learns us to read faces as most men 
-read books, and the glance that I had at that 
face told me that the man was 4 lawless fel- 
low. Ifis actions confirmed the opinion, 
Sleepy as he looked and acted, no sooner did 
he see me passing than he dove back through 
the door and slammed it to. 

Linstantly understood him. “A scamp, on 
some ‘Iny’ or other, and don’t want to be 
seen,” was my thought, And I walked on 
with his photograph in my mind, but ceased 
to think anything of him or of the circum- 
stance before I reached the hotel. 


The day passed; and bright and carly 
Monday morning I took my satchel and went 
down to the depot. But it was-to no pur- 
pose; the oflice was closed, and a placard on 
the wall informed the public that the road 
would not be opened before Tuesday. 

I went back to the hotel, too much out of 
sorts to enjoy my breakfast. I did not under- 
stand, till the day was some hours older, that 
I was necded more here at Carlisle than any- 
where else, just then, 

I went from the breakfast-table into the 
reading-room, and after I had read an hour, I 


‘heard one man say to another: 


“Let’s go over to the courthouse; they're 
trying Joe Slifer.”” They went out; and re- 
membering my little talk with the district 
attorney, my curiosity was excited, and I 
followed them. 

When I entered the courtroom, the victim 
of the robbery was on the stand, He was a 
plain simple old man, and gave his evidence 
with apparent truthfulness. He testified 
that he was stopped about sunset, some 
months before, while passing from Carlisle to 
his home with one thousand dollars that he 
had drawn that afternoon from the bank. It 
was a lonely spot, and there was no house 
within half a mile of it. Tle was jogging 
leisurely along, when a light wagon drawn 
by to horses dashed up beside his buegy, 
and three of the four men in it jumped out, 
while the fourth held the reins, ‘They were 
all masked. One of them seized his horse by 
the bit and stopped him, the second snatched 
the lines from his hands, and the third 
climbed half into the buggy, aud taking him 
by the arms, demanded his mouey. Le said 
that he instantly shouted as loud as he could; 
when the ruffian dealt him a savage blow 
with aslung shot which knocked him sense- 
less; and when he came to himself again 
both robbers and money were gone. 

He recognized only one of the four; the 
man that struck him. As he drew back to 
give the blow his mask dropped, and revealed 
the face of Joe Slifer, the prisoner at the bar. 
Te knew it~he was perfectly positive of it— 
and all the ingenuity of the cross-examina- 
tion could not weaken or shake his evidence 
upon this important point. 

No other witness was called for the prose- 
cution; none seemed necessary. The pris- 
oner’s lawyer got up and made a plausible 
statement to the jury that the complainant 
was mistaken about recognizing Joe Slifer on 
the occasion referred to; that Slifer was not 
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there at all, but that he was at Norcott, fifty 
miles north of Carlisle at the very hour of 
that robbery, arid that he should prove it by 
at least two good witnesses. He sat down 
and called out, “Caleb Wye,” aud everybody 
leaned forward expectantly. 

The witness came forward with a: stow, 
Hniping gait, leaning on a cane. He was ap- 
parently a nian of middle age, and was 
dressed in a suit of sober black, with'a white 
choker about lis neck. His hair was‘silver 
gray; and as he mounted:the stand, and 
leaning oi his-cane, turned his: eyes placidly 
to the prisoner's counsel, he presented an ap- 
pearance’ that would attract attention and 
respect any where. 

Isaw him; and though I dtd not “betray 
any surprise, I know that my heart gave a 
tremendous thump. For I saw the’ biltous, 
thin face, the crooked nose, and the scarred 
forehead of the dodger whom I had seen 
twenty-four hours before in the doorway of 
the saloon. With this difference, however, 
the hair of that man was almost black, while 
this man’s was silver gray. 

Ledged my chair quietly up beside that of 
the district attorney, and while the man was 
testifying °I managed to whisper in the 
oflicer’s car without attracting the attention 
of the witness. The latter testified that he 
was a dealer in ready-made clothing at 
Norcott, and one of the firm of Wye & Pleas- 
ants. That on the day testified to as the day 
of the robbery, both he and his partner were 
at their store at Norcott, and there was an 
unusual calt-for goods. Joe Slifer was then 
in town; they knew him well, and had often 
employed him to help in the store, On this 
particular day they sent’ for him; he came 
immediately; and he reniained at the store, 
waiting on customers, from two o’clock to 
aight, without once leaving it. Mr. Pleasants 
was in court, and he would testify to the 
same facts, 

The first question of the district attorney 
made the fellow start and shiver, 

“Are you in disguise, sir?” 

“Wh--what?” stammered the man, 

“Have you asilver-gray wig over your dark 
hair?” 

The man looked amazed and then fright- 
ened, but said nothing; and before he could 
recover his self-possession, the district attor- 
ney had stepped forward and removed the 
wig, revealing a smoothly-brushed head of 
dark brown hair! 

“What does this mean?” he asked, sternly. 


“Only a fancy,” was the sulky answer, 
“Y've worn that wig for years.” 

“ Have you, indeed? Did you wear it all 
day yesterday?” 

“Yes sir,” was the confident response. 

“Where?” 

“At Norcott, to be sure.” 

“All day?” 

“Certainly. I was there the whole day.” 

“ When did you arrive Lere at Carlisle?” 

“At seven-twenty thls morning.” 

The district attorney gave mea telumphant 
wink; and when he stated to the court that 
he desired this witness to be detained till the 
close of the trial, the sheriff was directed to 
take charge of him. Mr. Caleb Wye came 
down from the stand with his wig in his 
hand, and took a'seat by the sheriff, looking 
deeldedly more billous than I had yet seen 
him appear. 

Mr. Pleasants was now loudly called for by 
the defence; but no one came forward, The 
unexpected reception that tho last witness 
had met probably chilled the ardor of his 
confederate, and he wisely chose to keep him- 
self in the background. This then was all of 
the defence; and my evidence at ‘once blew 
it to the winds, I Jooked directly at Mr. 
Wye (so catled), while I was telling the jury’ 
when, where, and under what circumstances 
I had seen him the previous day, and [ saw’ 
him tremble Hke an aspen-leaf. The jury 
convicted the prisoner without leaving their 
seats, and the witness was locked up for 
further consideration. 

I left Carlisle the next morning, and heard 
nothing more of this affair for several weeks, 
Then a letter from thé district attorney, 
thanking me for the assistance I had rendered’ 
him, conveyed more details, 

“The witness Wye;’ he wrote, “ whose real’ 
name is Nicholas Bray, was indicted for 
perjury. A very slight Investigation showed 
me that we could prove that he had no right 
to the name of Wye, that neither he nor any 
man by the name of Pleasants ever keptstore 
in Norcott, and that neither of them was 
known thereatall. This, with your evidence, 
would have been sufficient to convict him; 
and understanding {t a3 well a3 anybody, he’ 
concluded ‘to save trouble and plead guilty. 
So he and Slifer are both in the penitentiary, 
and will stay there for a term of years, 

“But do ‘you know what ‘I think of ‘this 
gang? I think that both Wye, alias Bray, 
and Pleasants, alias somebody else, who was 
doubtless in the courthouse during the trial, 
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were both present at the robbery, and took 
part in it. Don’t you?” 

It was ashrewd guess, and, I am inclined 
to think, a correct one. So intricate and 
powerful are the combinations of rogues; and 
yet, how thoy sometimes betray themselves 
by a trifle! 





THE EXPRESS RODBERS. 

Tre most trivial incidents will often lead 
to the detection of criminals, as was illns- 
trated in the case of the great Express Rob- 
very of a quarter of a million that startled 
the country last summer. There were a good 
many detectives employed in ferreting out 
the guilty parties, and some of the newspapers 
gave some of them a great deal more credit 
than they did me; but I care little for that. 
Between you and me, Iwas the first man 
that got a clue to the robbers, and that was 
really what overhauled them in the end, 
afier a three months’ chase all over the 
United States, with no end of telegraphing 
and seeret working. 

That clue came by chance, as is very often 
tho case, Iwas at the depot, waiting fora 
train that was to bring a man who had soma 
important business for me, There was quite 
acrowd at the station, and during the ten 
minutes that I had to wait, I walked up and 
down the platform. There wasn’t the least 
reason that I then knew of for me to keep an 
eye out for anything or anybody; but the 
sequel will show that the ruling passion was 
aa strong with me as ever, 

The lightning express for the east was to 
leave just as the train that [was waiting for 
eamein, As I neared the end of the depot 
in my walk, I saw three men pass out and to 
the left of the doorway, together. I walked 
straight ont after them, and saw thein stand. 
ing close together, talking fast and eagerly, 
¥ gave aloud “hem!” to make them lovk up, 
which they all did, at once, and I saw their 
faces. It is unneeessary for me to deseribe 
them; I marked each of them at a glance, 
and saw that they were fellows who lived by 
their wits, When they saw me, they hastily 
withdrew along the side of the building, and 
T passed into the depot again and resumed 
my walk. 

Thad walked across the platform once, and 
when I turned to go back, I saw one of the 


three men whom J had just icft approaching 
me Another of the three passed between 
us, so close to the first that he could have 
touched him with his outstretched hand; 
and although they looked directly into each 
other's face there was no nod, no word, no 
sign or expression of recognition. I saw the 
three within the next five minutes, each man 
by himself, and meeting continually as they 
mixed with the crowd, but never betraying in 
any way that they were aught but entire 
strangers to each other. 

All this woult seem strange to any one; 
but I understood it at onee as the extra pre- 
caution of accomplished raseals, and E con- 
cluded that some deep and important game 
was afoot. As the whistle of the approach- 
ing train sounded, the bell of the departing 
one struck, and the conductor shonted “all 
aboard!" and watching now in carnest to see 
what became of these men, I saw them take 
the outgoing train from the side opposite the 
platform, each one entering a Separate car. 

This was at five o'clock in the afternoon. 
The robbery was committed about one o'clock 
the next morning, in the express car of this 
train, and the fact was discovered about day- 
break, Before a word was in print about it, 
1 was summoned by telegram to the head- 
quarters of the company, where I met a 
dozen more detectives that evening. 

Of course, the officer who telegraphed to 
me did not suspect that Twas in possession 
of any knowledge on the subject; but when 
Isat down at that first secret anxious con- 
ference. and described the men whom. Thad 
noticed at the depot at ——, and their actions, 
one of the detectives present who lived at a 
place a hundred miles away from the line, 
justantly recognized the description as that 
of Unree burglars well known to the police of 
his town. . 

Some months afterwards the last of the 
three was captured by the aid of this clue, 
and with him the greater part of the money. 
They had worn masks or blackened their 
faves, for the robbery, and taken every pre- 
caution against detection; and it was re 
markable, thongh not at all unusual in this 
kind of business, that their detection and 
capture, as well as the recovery of most of 
the money, should result from their meeting 
“a total stranger ata distant city, eight hours 
before the robbery. 
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AN EVENTFUL DAY. 


BY 


June 10th, 18---—Mother calls this her 
eventful day, and well she may, since 80 many 
of the great events of her life came to her 
upon the tenth day of June. 

Jn the first place, it is her birthday. Forty 
years ago to-day, she opened her baby eyes 
upon this world, in her far-of southern land, 
and entered the long, weary life-road.  Twen- 
ty years later, she stond at the altar, and, 
crowned with June roses, the soft June sun- 
light falling lovingly upon her, she became a 
wife. 

Two years later, upon another bright June 
day, she brought to her fair home and tender 
husband a dark-eyed girl baby—myself—and 
thus, in our little world, immortalized, the 
tenth day of June. 

T was up early this: morning, and brushed 
the dew from the grass, to gather my offering, 
a bouquet of white roses, for mother, and 
with a heart overflowing with Joy and grati- 
tude, met her and presented it. 

“My queen Edith,” sho laughed, as T taid 
the bouquet in her hand. “How old you 
and I are getting. Forty years old to-day.” 

“Tam not forty, mamma!” 

*O no! How broad a mistake I was to 
make, It is I who have reached that dread- 
ful age. Forty years old! And you, pet, you 
are only eighteen, My baby.” 

Darling mamma! How dearly I love her. 


LOTTIE BROWN. 


I smoothed back the dark waving hair from 
her white forehead, and kissed her, with love 
and tenderness welling up in my heart. Ah 
mamma, my blessed friend and sister, be- 
tween us to-day, there scarcely seems the 
distance of a year! 

She said something over the bouquet, about 
drifting apart, and being so far away in a few 
years more, and a strange story of the birth 
of new affections, which would sometime put 
her away into a corner of my heart, instead 
of allowing her to dwell there, as it now did, 
sole monarch, 

O mother! How little you know my heart. 

Ours is a happy birthday, for from break- 
fast until this present moment, our house fas 
been crowded with dear friends, cach one 
bringing kind wishes and little tokens, 

I stole away, bringing my hands fall of my 
gifts, because of the promise I gave mother 
when she gave me this velvet-hound book, 
that I would never forget to write each free, 
happy thought, beginning, to-day, with this 
new year of my life. 

From the parlors below, there floats up the 
sound of merry voices. I listen. Somebody 
iscome. I know very well who, and I wont 
go down again. Maud, my dainty cousin, is 
there, and she must entertain these comers. 

Mother, if you chance one day to read this, 
don’t Iaugh that I will not come down to 
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meet your “boys.” I will wait. ‘To-night, 
when I wear the dress Clarence sent from 
over the sea, and the jewels Godfrey also 
sent me, then I will meet them, and be a 
good sisterly being. 

O,t am so happy! ‘fhe world is grand, 
glorious, and 1 feel airy, buoyant, joyous! 
Nota single shadow has crept across ne this 
sunpy day. Even Maud, with whom J dis- 
agree from morning until night,has been a sun- 
beam. Tow many more such happy records 
wil! these tinted pages bear? 

dime 1tth—After along night of perfect 
dissipation, I find myself as fresh and as full 
of life as the morning, sitting here at my 
window, drinking in rich draughts of the 
clear air, as it floats up to me, laden with 
the ambrosia! perfume of a thousand flowers, 
and again livingin imagination the happiness 
of last night. 

Atan carly hour Maud fluttered in, radi- 
antly beautiful in her snowy silk, her fair 
face and wealth of golden hair crowning all. 

“Ea, you are cross and rude to your step- 
father's nephews. ‘They were gloomy and 
disagreeable at supper, because Pauline 
brought your decision to keep your room 
until evening, I suppose you anticipate a 
theatrical scene. No wonder, for you are 
glorious in that dress, Amber fs d-lightfally 
suited to your complexion, Clarence sent it, 
did he not? =O Eda, you will worship him. 
He is so fair and beautiful.” 

% Beautiful, Maud 2” I langhed, 

“¥oes, beautiful! eis too fair, too deli- 
cate, tocall handsome. ‘That term better suits 
Godfrey. But hurry. Politeness demands 
your immediate presence in the parlors.” 

Teaught up gloves, fan, handkerchief and 
bouquet, in a mass together, shocking Mand’s 
nice orderly ideas, and started for the door, 

© You shall not go, in this careless manner, 
Your mother would be dismayed. Here, 
draw on your gloves. Give me the handker- 
ehief. Take your fan and bouquet. There, 
now you look like a young lady! Eda, [hate 
a hoyden!” 

Tait not wait to hear more, but ran on 
down the broad stairease, to the parlors. 
They were half filled already, and I was sur- 
rounded by a crowd of friends before T had 
taken a dozen steps into the room; but T did 
not forget mamma’s boys, and am afraid the 
greetings I gave to those around me were 
lamentably cool and indifferent. 

JY elasped hands with delighted friends, and 
received their congratulations, while my eyes 


were wandering away over their shoulders, 
in search of Clarence and Godfrey. 1t 
seemed an hour before I caught a glimpse of 
them, but when a parting in the cirele re- 
vealed mother standing in another part of the 
room, with a gentleman on either side, I 
broke away without even an apology, for I 
knew they must be our guests, my stepfather’s 
nephews. 

J paused before I reached them, bewildered 
aud surprised, for 1 had not anticipated any- 
thing beyond mere everyday style and beauty ; 
but. in my eyes, these two are kings among 
men. 

Clarence, the smaller of the two, was hold- 
ing mammia’s hand, and bending so low, that 
his fair shining curls nearly swept her dark 
braids, and his blue eyes were dancing with 
merriment, 

Beautiful! ay, that is the word. Maud was 
rivht. Ie is perfection, from his broad white 
forehead to his red curved Hps, shaded by 
the fair silken mustache, Just behind them 
stood Godfrey, his arms folded across his 
broad breast, his liquid eyes as dark as mid- 
night, wandering over the crowd. 

It made my heart stand still to see him 
there, so grand and handsome. I shall like 
Clarence best, I thought, but I shall honor 
Godfrey. 

Mamna first saw me, and my character- 
studying was at an end, and I found my 
hands clasped by Clarence’s soft fingers, and 
his voice speaking his happiness at our 
necting. 

“My one desire, ma belle Eda, is gratified! 
L have heen crazy since our good aunt sent 
your picture. My studio at’ Antwerp, where 
we had been for months, was lined with Eda’s 
face, I had you for my Juliet, my Beatrice, 
my Evangeline, and—” 

“He would have painted his St- Agnes 
with your features, but for my timely inter- 
ference,” laughed Godfrey. 

“And he, Eda, painted you, and gave you 
no title beyond, ‘ Our Edith?” 

“Twas right. E knew she was no realiza- 
tion of a poet’s fanciful dream, but a living, 
breathing woman.” 

The handsome eyes looked into my own, 
with an carnestness that brought the blood up 
in a torrent to my face, and I felt the master 
hand for the first time. 

Ah Godfrey, I am afraid of you! 

I did not dare te look toward him again, 
and when the musie began, willingly allowed 
Clarence to whirl me away in a giddy waltz, 
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“You were cross at supper, Maud sald, 
and Lam very sorry if Loccasioned it,” Esaid, 
when we paused to take breath. 

“You, my little Eda! No, it was not you. 
I was silent, only that your fair cousin might 
not drag us from one end of Europe to the 
other, as she seemed bent upon doing. I 
was too weary to answer her tiresome ques- 
tions, and Godfrey never talks of his travels, 
Tle does not like women either.” 

“O, Tam so sorry.” 

“Why? Do you mean to fall in love with 
him? Youshall not. Months ago [reserved 
that blessing for myself. See,” we were op- 
posite a mirror. “Are we not alike? Is it 
not a happy blending of sunlight and shad- 
ow, of gold and ebon, of sapphire and dia- 
mond? I love harmony, L hate sameness! 
Your cousin yonder would grate upon my 
taste, like discordant notes upon a well-tuned 
ear, We are disagreeably alike, in complex- 
fon and temperament.” 

“And Godfrey and I are alike, you will 
say!” 

«Not in the least. You are both dark, but 
he is all strength and protection: you all 
weakness and devotion. You would har- 
wonize well, and if he liked women, I should 
be jealous of him. As it is, Eda, I am all 
hope, and—well, never mind, the rest will 
hy-and-by come.” 

We passed Maud many times, and she shot 
fierce glances from her blue cyes at me, and 
smiled wistfully at the handsome fellow 
Leside me. 

It was a happy, happy birthnight. In my 
cighteen years I neverknew ahappier, Only 
one little dark spot came before me, and that 
was Godfrey’s coldness. I tried very hard to 
be friendly, but he treated me like a child, 
and clang close to mamma, 

Papa Graham was all smiles and hospital- 
ity, and sent everybody home happy and sat- 
isfied, Even cross Maud was gay, when he 
led her down to supper, but she pinched me 
as she passed my chair, and said something 
about taking care that my wine did not spoil 
my dress, which brought the crimson blood 
up in torrents, and I have no doubt, made 
me look like a fright, 

Well, it is all over, and to-day we begin a 
new life, for Clarence and Godfrey are to 
make Roseland their home hereafter. 

T should be more than happy but for Mand, 
Clarence gayly said Inst night, “there Is a 
skeleton in every house,” and Maud {is my 
skeleton. 


June 18th.—This ts the happlest day of my 
life! Thave sat here in the sunlight, until 
the warmth seems to have crept in and pos- 
sessed every fibre of my being, aud electrified 
me; until my blood feels bubbling, dancing, 
sparkling like wine, and my heart beats the 
imerriest measure it ever knew, 

Last night Clarence and I came out here 
in this vine-wreathed miniature palace, and 
frum reading poetry he began to pet me, 

At length, I know not how, his arms were 
around me, and my head pillowed upon his 
breast, and ho was telling me how dearly, 
how fondly he loved me, 

“My darling, my adored one,” he mur- 
mured, “I love, I worship you; you cannot 
kil me by sending me from you. You are 
niine, mine forever, Eda.” 

Forever his! To live, and never lose sight 
of his dear face, to know that even unto the 
dark valley of death his hand will guide ine, 
and the muste of his voice cheer me! Clar- 
ence, my love, my darling! 

We went in to Papa Graham and my moth- 
er, and received papa’s hearty assent and 
mother's tearful blessing. I forgot Godfrey 
until he suddenly entered and beheld the 
scene, Then Clarence drew me toward hin. 

“Godtrey, kiss your little sister, my wife 
that is to be.” 

Ue started back, and looked steadily into 
my faee for an instant, and I laughing said, 
“TItistrac”” Then he caught me close to 
his heart, and kissed me, but he trembled 
like one seized with an ague and his lips 
were like ice, 

Tam afraid of him. He is so grand, 50 
handsome, that I half believe he despises his 
weaker brother’s choice, 

Don’t hate me, Godfrey, for I love you, 
and will be a tender, true sister! 

Maud laughed Jike a wild ereature when 
we told her, and inquired if we intended to 
live in a cave upon stewed roscbuds and dew 
from garden lilies, or upon butterflies’ wings 
and honey. 

“Well, Maud, we have money enough to 
live any way we choose,” said Clarence, and 
she colored up to the eyes, I was hurt for 
her, for she is poor and dependent, and ex- 
tremely sensitive 

Clarence and (ic te y are coming down the 
walk. T see wie tue heads, one gleaming 
like gold, art the cther with Its rieh dark 
cluster, like purple grapes, and wonder how 
they cen b2 the children of the same parents, 
and vet they are twin brothers, 
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Godfrey has his strong arm around Clarence, 
and he is gravely talking, his eyes searchingly 
bent upon his brother’s fair face, talking, 
talking of me, for I hear my vame. I will 
not listen, 

Judy 18th.—Another month, and Clarence 
and Lare yet happy lovers. Maud, my fatr 
enemy, Jaughs and tells dismal tales of false 
Jovers and broken hearts, but I never heed 
them. She is now walking with him in the 
garden below, and their golden heads are 
very near together, as they lean over the rose- 
bushes. I look further on, and see there 
Golfrey, my proud, handsome brother, and 
my wicked heart leaps up and throbs painfally. 
Tlis handsome forehead is knit into an ugly 
frown, and his eyes burn like fire, 

Does he love Maud? Is he jealous, be- 
cause she stands there beside Clarence, and 
Janghs so gayly? Keep still! The thought 
makes me frantic, And yet why should I care? 

O, why should 1? I know not. If God- 
frey had uever come, if he would not put his 
arin araind me, and smooth back my hair so 
tenderly, if he would not teach me to paint, 
so patiently, and read even the silly love 
stories I ike, I should be very happy. But 
he does all these things, and never tires 
as even Clarenec does, 

Tf he loves Maud, it will break my heart, 
for I’d sooner see him dic, than married to 
one so ill suited tohim. She would ruin him. 
If he marries—I cannot write it, Tle must 
not marry. I cannot lose my dearly loved 
brother, 

August 20¢.—Tears! tears! tears! They 
are falling like rain before me, and blistering 
the white paper upon which I write. They 
steal down over my feverish face, and lie 
here, the marks of my first great grief. It 
has been slowly coming for weeks, but I have 
been idly, foolishly dreaming, 

I have scen Maud and Clarence waltz, he 
with arms clasping her close to him, I have 
seen him kiss her hand, and snatch buds 
from her bouquet. But when he called me 
his own forever, I believed him, 

Not an hour ago I was in the garden, and 
they passed me, Her head was upon his 
shoulder, his arms around her, and as they 
paused close beside me, he bent his head 
and kissed her. Faint and sick, I clung to the 
trellis work of the greenhouse, and they 
passed on. I would have followed them, but 
there was a crash of feet behind me, and in 
another moment a patr of strong arms was 
bearing me up to the house, 


At the door I recovered my strength, and 
turning I pushed Godfrey back, crying: 

*“ O Godfrey, why did you take me away? 
Let me go to Clarence! He fs erazy !” 

“Yes, he must be, Eda, and Mand has 
erazed him,” 

“Tt will break my heart,” [ sobbed. 

“ TIearts do not easily break, else mine were 
broken lovg ago. Eda, my darling, be patient.” 

His gentle hands were drying the tears 
which had sprung to my eyes, and lifting the 
heavy hot hair trom my aching head. [ow 
comforting was the touch of his cool fingers! 

For a moment I sat there and gave myself 
up to the gentle influence and became calm; 
but with a tenfold force the tide swept baek 
and brought those cruel ones before me, and 
with a cry I burst from him and fled up here 
to you, my little friend. 

dn my utter despair I forgot every one but 
Godfrey, even dear fond mother, whose loving 
heart would ache if she knew that her daugh- 
ter suffered. I will keep this bitter secret, 
and no one shall share it, Even Mand and 
Clarence shall never know thatI have discoy- 
ered their guilty love. 

September 12th.—A golden day this scems, 
and here in the summer-house I am writing, 
glancing up now and then to Godfrey, who is 
busily painting grotesque figures upon my 
workbox. Mand and Clarenee rode away in 
the carly morning, and have not yet returned, 
and Lam indifferent as to whether they ever 
return or not. 

I do not understand him, when in his 
belief that I love him he calls me his Vda, 
and kisses my cheek. Ile begs me to walk 
out in the mooniight every night, but I turn 
to Godfrey, and complain of cold, and he 
takes Maud instead, 

AinI wrong? Tas love taken its departure; 
or was it never there?) The question makes 
my poor brain whirl, I shall never forget to 
fear this handsome fellow before me, but I 
am happy with him. 

I dread him, and yet he could kill me with 
unkindness, so highly do 1 prize his opinion, 
his good-will, But he neverspeaks unkindly. 
He is gentle as my mother, and as patient as 
an angel. Why do I tremble like a child 
before him, and hold my breath, when he 
speaks? If I were superstitious, without 
doubt I should believe him exercising some 
magical power over my will. 

“Fda? he says, “Jay aside your writing. 
LT have completed my work, and want you to 
talk to me.” 
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Tshould obey him if he'd commanded me 
to kneel before him. 

November 30th.—Two months of darkness, 
and many times despair, have passed, and 
again, with trembling awkward fingers I open 
my mother's birthday gift. 

It was two months this night, that I sat at 
the window alone, and wept until my weary 
eyelids drooped and I slept, 

I had seen Clarence and Maud in their 
snug retreat at the library window, and knew 
that she was dragging him further from me 
cach moment, and in my utter desolation, I 
went to my room, and with relentless hands 
heaped ashes upon the love I so long had 
cherished, 

When sleep came, heart, brain and body 
were exhausted, and I slept a heavy dream- 
less sleep, from whieh nothing could awaken 
me. Hours after, they found me lying there 
in the moonlight, the damp night wind falling 
upon my face, where the heetie flush of fever 
was already painted, They drew me away 
into the cool rest of my hed, but the terrible 
scourge had fastened itself upon me, and I 
lay a helpless, hopeless victim. 

Jt was not the lack of care or skillful meds 
ical attendance, but a strange turning in this 
Jong, dreary iltness, that has taken away the 
light from my eyes—iyom the beautiful eyes 
Clarence loved so well, O,it maddens ine! 

They tell me with hope in their vaiees, that 
after a thie I shall again see, but I only know 
that I am—oO, can I write it?—blind. Llind! 

O God, how dreadful! Godfrey, dear, kind 
Godlrey, is always with me now, but Clarenee 
is always somewhere else. I seldom hear his 
volee, and never fee) his hand upon my own. 

Ifow patient Godfrey is! He rode miles 
to-day, in the cold wind, to bring me a book 
printed in great raised letters. To-morrow 
he will teach me to read it. 

December 2d.—Last night I grew weary 
and dull, and to hide my loneliness, groped 
my way into the ald nook, the library window, 
where Clarence and I used to sit side by side, 
in those happy days, and hoping, longing, for 
rest, Jay back upon the sofa, and drew the 
curtains snugly around ime, 

Then memory came, even while I was 
hushing my poor heart into sweet forgotful- 
hess, and the love which I had so tried to 
bury came up, and tortured me. T clasped 
my hands aeross the sightless eyes, and 
JMoaned until if passed. 

All at once there were footsteps at the 
door, aud tivo persons entered, Soon Eheard 


their voices, and knew they were Clarence 
and Maud. They began to speak. He said: 

“Doivt read, Maud! Pm confounded dull, 

“You are in mourning for Eda's eyes? 

“ Eda’s eyes! As though her eyes were my 
light !? 

“Then you do not love her?” 

“Ah Caprice, thy name is woman! Tow 
many times must I tell you how dearly, dear- 
ly, dearly I love you? Cana man love tivo 
women at the same time?” 

“But you are bound to her” 

“And for that picee of nonsense, I am to 
be a dog, and lead her through life. Tum! 

T half arose to go out, but from some part 
of the room there came heavy strides, and in 
a moment there was a fall, aud 4 volley of 
smothered oaths, 

“My brother, would yor bring a second 
story of Cain and Abel, to curse this fair 
home?” cried Godfrey. “To you dare speak 
lightly of your betrothed 2” 

I glided forward. 

“Don't, Godfrey! Tedon't love me, and I 
don’t love him, Maud, he belongs to you! 
Godftey, don’t strike him!” 

There was a tread of feet, a soft rustle of 
silk, and I was alone with some one, whose 
hand resting upon my chair trembled like a 
wind-swayed leaf. 

“ Godfrey, is it you?” I asked, putting out 
my hand, 

“Yes, Eda.” 

“Sit down and talk to me. 
so, Clarence was right. 
marry a blind woman.” 

“And you are free from him.” 

“Are you sorry 2” 

“O darling, if you could see my happy, 
selfish face you would understand, Eda, my 
poor little sufferer! Let me lead you.” 

“Where, where?” 1 stammered, 

“Into my heart, my beloved.” 

Tune 10th.— Another year, and I am nine- 
teen years old. A month ago, the shadow 
began to ereep slowly away, and to-day I 
walked up the church aisle, upon Godfrey's 
arm, and saw all the dear faces, as plainly as 
a year ago, 

Mother, darling, my heart $s a divided one, 
a3 you prophesied, but you will forgive it. I 
am not sure that your heart is all mine, for 
since handsome Clarence and Maud went 
across the sea, you have ching closely to your 
boy Godfrey, and withont a tear, given him 
your Edith to keep forever, 


Don't tremble 
IIe would not dara 
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Tue conversation on board the Clematis, 
during a “ gam” of half a dozen shipmasters, 
turned upon homicide without personal mal- 
ice, and the subject became interesting, as 
each alluded to cases which had occurred 
within his own knowledge. One or two, in- 
deed, had stories to tell of their own experi- 
ences, bearing directly upon the question. 
T remarked that it had always seemed to me, 
that the taking of human fife, wider any eir- 
eumstauces, must be an occasion of remorse 
to the person who had done it, 

“Not so,” said ones “of regret, perhaps, 
but uot of remorse. Iam acquainted with a 
Man whe, white out gunning, accidentally 
killed his best friend.” 

“0, but,” said I, “I did not allude to acei- 
dents, of course.” 

“But an accident, it appears to me, might 
be the cause of more regret than an in- 
tentional homicide iu several cases which I 
eould mention. For instance, what do you 
think of the saldicr in battle 2” 

“ Or of the officer in pursuit of a criminal?” 
said another. 

“Or of any man who Is forced to take an- 
other's life in defence of his own?” put ina 
third, 

“TL give it up, gentlemen,” said I. “ Ispoke 
without thinking.’ 

“What do you think of a man who kills 
his own brother, intentionally as to the kill- 
dng, but ignorant who the victim is until after 
the deed is done?” asked Captain Fletcher, 
who had, until now, said little or nothing on 
this subject. 

“If his conscience is clear as to the act it- 
self,” replied Captain Fairehild, after consid- 
ering a moment, “T can’t see that the fact of 
the relationship need make any material dif- 
ference—though tho circumstances might re- 
quire to bo known, to decide upon any par- 
ticular case.” 

“You shall hear my story, then,” said Cap- 
tain Fletcher, “ though I never told it before 


to any one. I killed my own brother, gentle- 
men; but my conscience is clear, though the 
feeling of regret is much inereased by the 
knowledge of the brotherly tie. As for re- 
norse, I dow’t feel any, 1 am sure, as I under- 
stand the word. And what makes my story 
the more strange, 1 thought, at the time I 
killed him, that he had been dead for years.” 

Having thus roused our curiosity up to a 
high pitch, he proceeded to gratify it; and I 
shall do the same by the reader, endeavoring 
to preserve his language as accurately as 
possible. 





When I sailed a3 third mate in the Portu- 
gal, being then but twenty-two years old, 
my young brother, Hiram, was fourteen, and 
as graceless a scamp, I yenture to say, as was 
to be found in our place or for miles round- 
about. Ie was not only wayward, naturally, 
but our parents had made mueh of him as 
the Benjamin of their old age, and had ruin- 
ed him by overindalgence, He was bent on 
going to sea, and all they, as well as 1 could 
say to dissuade him, only served to fix him 
the more firnly in his purpose, 

I was not surprised, therefore, when FE re- 
ceived a letter from home, informing me that 
Hiram had shipped and gone to sea in the 
Science, which had sailed only about six 
months after our own departure, T thought, 
perhaps, it was all for the best; he would be 
no comfort to his parents if he renained at 
home, and a sea-voyage might be the making 
of him. It is so, in some cases, a3 I have 
observed, 

‘Tine passed on, and though we had several 
times heard indirect reports of the Science, 
we had never fallen in with her. We were 
on the third year of our voyage, when we 
went down among the Marshall Group to 
cruise, and soon after Icarned that she was 
on the satne ground, having seen a barque 
which had spoken her a few days before. I 
hoped every time 4 sail was raised, that she 
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woukl prove to be the Science, that T might 
meet Hiram, trusting to find him much 
improved. 

We had lowered for sperm-whales one af- 
ternoon, when the wind was light, and chased 
them several miles to windward before we 
struck one, We then made fast to the old 
ball, or “schoolmaster,” as he is sometimes 
called, and, after a hard tussle, killed hin, the 
ship's topgaltantsails being just visible on the 
horizon. ‘he captain’s boat aud mine were 
together, fast to him, the others having been 
left far behind, so that they were out of sight, 
“Aly. Fletcher,” the old man said to me, when 
the whale was going in his last dying-flurry, 
“T shall have to leave you to-night to lie by 
this whale. Eighty barrels of oil is too rich a 
prize to lose without running some little 
risk. The weather looks promising, and T 
thiuk I shall have a breeze to work the ship 
to you between now and morning, You can’t 
do much at towing, but you can cut a hole 
and get all ready, and then lle sill where you 
are. Set your light as soon as it is dark, and 
keep a lookout for mine. Dl try to raise a 
bonfire of soime sort.” 

The eaptain’s lantern-keg and water-keg 
were passed into iy boat; and, ina few min- 
utes, our whale having turned up, [and my 
boat's crew were left alone on the ocean, 
while our comrades were pulling with might 
and main towards the faint loom of the Por- 
tugal’s mastheads, barely discernible in the 
distance. 

It was sundown when the captain left me, 
and by the time [had eut a hote, arranged 
ty line all right, and planted a waif in the 
whale's body, as a further chance of saving 
him in ease I found it necessary to leave him, 
it was time to strike a light in my lantern, 
We made our suppers, and as there was noth- 
ing more to be done, the men stretched them- 
selves about on the thwarts to catch such 
cat-naps as they might, while the boatsteerer 
and L took tums on watch, 

But the ship was too distant for us to see 
a light on board, or anything short of a large 
fire, and nothing was likely to occur to break 
the Inzy monotony of our situation, The 
gentle tossing movernent of the light boat had 
nearly lulled me to sleep, as 1 reclined back 
on the stern sheets, listening to the ceaseless 
ripple aud swash of the sea over the body of 
the whale. But a different sound suddenty 
broke the spell, and brought me crect, with 
all my faculties sharpened—a measured, jerk: 
ing sound, as of oars in their rowlocks. 


I could see nothing at first, but the sounds 
drew nearer and nearer at each repetition, 
and soon J heard a voice say: 

“oTisn't a ship! it’s a boat with alight set.” 

Teould now make out the dark moving ob- 
ject nearing us. She was not coming from 
our ship, but from the opposite quarter of the 
compass. ; 

“ Boat ahoy!” I roared. 

“Walloo! eame back out of the blackness, 
and the thump of the gars ceased, but the 
boat still advaneed with the impetus she had 
acquired, until she lay tossing, like ourselves, 
within easy talking distance, 

“What ship are you trom?” I asked, 

© The Nelson of Sydney,” was the answer, 
but not without a slight hesitation—just 
enough to excite our suspicion, 

“Where is your vessel ?” 

"We don’t know,’ answered a different 
voice, “ We lowered for whales this morning 
aud got lost. We thought you were a ship 
when we saw your light.” 

Tt was a boyish voice that said these words, 
and I knew it but too well. It was that of 
my brother Hiram! The flimsiness of his 
story was but too apparent from the fet that 
there were eight human forms in the boat, 
She might possibly have lowered for whales 
short-handed, but never with two men more 
than acrew. Ife had not, of course, recog- 
nized me, or he would not have made himself 
spokesman; at least, I think now that he 
would not. But fis tone of speech was peen- 
liar, and T could have sworn to it anywhere. 

I understood well cnough that they were 
deserters. The boat had, meanwhile, drifted 
eluse alongside of us, and I was now entirely 
satisfied of my brother's identity, if, indeed, I 
had wanted further evidence to confirm that 
of my ears. 

“ Tiiram!” said I, reproachfully. - 

“ My brother Richard!” he exclaimed, with 
as much vexation as surprise, I thought, 
“ Where’s your ship?” 

“Some ten miles to leeward,” I replied. 

“Lets pull ahead and find her,” said he; 
who had answered my first hail 

“ Hiram!” said I, as they were tossing back 
their oars for a start. “Come with me! 
Come into my beat! Think of your father 
and mother !? 

“Ol! bother your preaching! Pull ahead, 
boys!” again sang out the man who was 
steering. 

“Jliram! Hiram!” T called aloud. 
to me!” 


* Listen 
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“T can't back ont, now,” my brother an- 
swered; “nor I don’t want to, either, Good- 
by, Dick.” And he plied his oar as lustily as 
any of the rest. 

I could not bear to let him go thus, I 
seized my lantern, and Jashed it by its Jan- 
yard to the wail-pole in the whale, cut my 
line with a single stroke of the boat-knifes 
and gave the order to pull ahead in pursuit. 

It was useless, perhaps foolish, in me to do 
so, for I could not force him to come with me 
against his will, backed as he was by a strong- 
er foree than my own, Nor had we pulled 
many strokes before I was painfully conscious 
that I could never overtake him. My men 
did their best; but the boat of the Science 
was faster than ours, Well I knew that run- 
aways always select the fastest boat they can 
get; and with two of her oars double-banked, 
the extra weight in her was more than bal- 
anced by the extra muscle. I continued in 
chase until I could but barely distinguish my 
Jantern on the waif-pole. With a heavy 
heart I gave the order to return; found my 
way back to the whale, and again took up my 
sorrowful vigil : 

1 was well satisfied the deserters would not 
go near the Portugal; but, if they saw a 
ship's light would avoid it, for they were not 
yet in distress for want of anything; having, 
without doubt, left the Science during the 
previous night, and supplied themselves well 
with provisions. Ebon or Boston Island was 
some cighity mites westward from us, by my 
reckoning, and this must be their objective 
point. 

It is no uncommon thing, as you all know, 
for men to desert from ships at sea, especially 
in low latitudes, and take their chance of 
finding land or being picked up by another 
vessel, But Tcould not dismiss the matter 
from my thoughts, now that the fate of my 
own brother was concerned, Even if he did 
not perish miserably in the boat, he could 
only land among swarms of treacherous sav- 
ages, who would be quite as likely to put 
him to death as to relieve his wants. 

The breeze freshened during the night, so 
that the ship walked to windward, and by 
noon the next day, we had the satisfaction of 
faking our vatuable prize alongside. As I 
expected, the deserters had not been seen 
from the ship. After cutting the whale, we 
steered off in the direction we thought most 
likely to fall fn with them, We ran down to 
Ebon and communicated with the natives, 
Two whites came off tous, but they were 





evidently old “bheach-enmbers,” who had 
lived there for years; nor could we learn that 
any boat had been seen. 

But nothing was easier than for them to 
have missed such an island, passing it too far 
off to be seen, when we considered their im- 
perfect facilities and probable ignorance of 
navigation. We cruised in the neighborhvod 
several days, and visited two or three other 
small islands that lay near our track, but we 
abandoned the search no wiser than we com- 
menced it, giving them up fer lost. 

We spoke the Science soon afterwards, but 
her captain could throw no more light on the 
fate of his runaways. ile also had spent 
much time in fruitless seareh. I learned and 
made a memorandum of the names of all 
Hiram’s companions in the rash undertaking, 
hoping, if they had survived, and again seat- 
tered their fortunes, that I might, at some 
future day, meet with one of them, 

But I made several voyages after this, and 
at various times cruised in that part of the 
Pacilic, without learning anything further. 
I fully made up my mind that Hiram had 
perished, either by drowning or starvation, 
and ceased even to think of the chances of his 
being yet alive. 

But when, in command of the Shepherdess, 
Tcruised still further ta the westward, and 
one day found myself beealmed near Welling- 
ton Island, one of the Caroline Group. We 
were soon surrounded by canoes, and a large 
number of natives were permitted to come on 
board. There were two white men among 
them; at least they had the features of white 
men, but they seemed to have become com- 
pletely assimilated with the savages. ‘They 
appeared disposed to speak only in the native 
tongue, though it was evident they under- 
stood English. In dress, as well as in orna- 
mental tattooing, they were the same as all 
their companions. 

Our suspicions of treachery were first 
aroused by a warning from one of my crew, a 
native of Ascension, who understood their 
dialect. He told me they were discussing a 
plot for our massacre, and that the two 
whites were at the head of it. ‘Thus fore- 
warned, we took preeautions to meet the at- 
tack, if it should be made, I knew that if the 
leaders could be disposed of, there was little 
danger to be apprehended from the others, 
Soon [ observed many of the canoes push off 
and lie at'a distance from the ship, and all the 
women and children swam to them, while the 
mun still loitered about. 

a 
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This was a certain sign that treachery was 
jntended, and that speedily, My faithful 
4“ Priday,” as he was called, urged me, if I val- 
ued my life, to hesitate no longer, but to an- 
ticipate them by striking the first blow. Tle 
had selected the chief of highest rank as his 
own victim, and would be responsible for him, 
if the mate and myself would take care of the 
two whites, 

Lsaw by the movements of the enemy that 
our peril was becoming imininent, and what- 
ever was done must be done quickly, Sciz- 
ing a moment when we had them all three 
favorably placed, [ gave the signal, at the 
same moment taking aim at the tuler of the 
two renegades, He fell dead instandy at the 
discharge of my pistol, and turning quickly, I 
saw that the mate had taken as good alm as 
myself, and his man had also dropped on tha 
other side of the deck. Friday had cut the 
chiefs head nearly off his shoulders with the 
plow of a spade, and the rest, struck with 
panic, were leaping into the sea on every side, 
In one minute our deck was clear, and the 
whole host of yelling heathens were making 
the best of their way towards the land. 

As I stuoped to examine the body of my 
victim, who was a tall muscular young man, 
heavily bearded aud bronzed by a tropical 
sun, something in the eut of his features sent 
a chill to my heart. I said nothing, but, 
choking down my emotion that it might not 
ve observed, E pushed back the hair from his 
forchead, and disclosed a little mole exactly 
where I had feared to find it. I turned his 
arm over, and there, encircled by rings and 
rude hieroglyphics which half hid them, were 


ie, 


two little capttal letters, “I. F,” indelibly 
stamped with India ink, Thad pricked them 
in there myself, at my brother's boyish re- 
quest, before I sailed in the Portugal, twelve 
years back! 

The man whom the mate had shot lived 
long enough to add some more evidence, if 
more were needed. Tie told us that he and 
his comrade were the last survivors of eight 
who deserted from the Science, Four of 
them perished in the boat, and the remainier 
Ianded after having been twenty days at sea. 
Two had since been killed by the natives. 
He confessad with his last breath that he aud 
his comrade had been concermed in cutting 
off a trading vessel, three years before, and 
that they intended to have taken the Shep- 
herdess and put us all to death. 

I kept my seeret locket up in my own 
breast, but my officers and crew wondered 
that I insisted upon the ceremony of Chris- 
tian burial for the two “ beach-combers,” and 
read the funeral-service myself before they 
were launched overboard, It was the least I 
could do for my misguided brother, and I felt 
the better for having done it. 

Our aged parents have gane to their long 
rest, ignorant of what I have been telling for 
the first time to-night. Their last knowledge 
of the boy was from my account of our mect- 
ing in the darkness, on the night when I lay 
by the whale. I have given you the whole 
truth, gentlemen, and, as it is timo for us to 
part, L must Jeave you to make your own re- 
Nections upon my story. I confess to having 
committed fratricide, and yet I can say that 
my conscience is entirely clear of wrong. 


re be 
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AN EVENTFUL DAY. 


BY 


June 10th, 18---—Mother calls this her 
eventful day, and well she may, since 80 many 
of the great events of her life came to her 
upon the tenth day of June. 

Jn the first place, it is her birthday. Forty 
years ago to-day, she opened her baby eyes 
upon this world, in her far-of southern land, 
and entered the long, weary life-road.  Twen- 
ty years later, she stond at the altar, and, 
crowned with June roses, the soft June sun- 
light falling lovingly upon her, she became a 
wife. 

Two years later, upon another bright June 
day, she brought to her fair home and tender 
husband a dark-eyed girl baby—myself—and 
thus, in our little world, immortalized, the 
tenth day of June. 

T was up early this: morning, and brushed 
the dew from the grass, to gather my offering, 
a bouquet of white roses, for mother, and 
with a heart overflowing with Joy and grati- 
tude, met her and presented it. 

“My queen Edith,” sho laughed, as T taid 
the bouquet in her hand. “How old you 
and I are getting. Forty years old to-day.” 

“Tam not forty, mamma!” 

*O no! How broad a mistake I was to 
make, It is I who have reached that dread- 
ful age. Forty years old! And you, pet, you 
are only eighteen, My baby.” 

Darling mamma! How dearly I love her. 


LOTTIE BROWN. 


I smoothed back the dark waving hair from 
her white forehead, and kissed her, with love 
and tenderness welling up in my heart. Ah 
mamma, my blessed friend and sister, be- 
tween us to-day, there scarcely seems the 
distance of a year! 

She said something over the bouquet, about 
drifting apart, and being so far away in a few 
years more, and a strange story of the birth 
of new affections, which would sometime put 
her away into a corner of my heart, instead 
of allowing her to dwell there, as it now did, 
sole monarch, 

O mother! How little you know my heart. 

Ours is a happy birthday, for from break- 
fast until this present moment, our house fas 
been crowded with dear friends, cach one 
bringing kind wishes and little tokens, 

I stole away, bringing my hands fall of my 
gifts, because of the promise I gave mother 
when she gave me this velvet-hound book, 
that I would never forget to write each free, 
happy thought, beginning, to-day, with this 
new year of my life. 

From the parlors below, there floats up the 
sound of merry voices. I listen. Somebody 
iscome. I know very well who, and I wont 
go down again. Maud, my dainty cousin, is 
there, and she must entertain these comers. 

Mother, if you chance one day to read this, 
don’t Iaugh that I will not come down to 
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meet your “boys.” I will wait. ‘To-night, 
when I wear the dress Clarence sent from 
over the sea, and the jewels Godfrey also 
sent me, then I will meet them, and be a 
good sisterly being. 

O,t am so happy! ‘fhe world is grand, 
glorious, and 1 feel airy, buoyant, joyous! 
Nota single shadow has crept across ne this 
sunpy day. Even Maud, with whom J dis- 
agree from morning until night,has been a sun- 
beam. Tow many more such happy records 
wil! these tinted pages bear? 

dime 1tth—After along night of perfect 
dissipation, I find myself as fresh and as full 
of life as the morning, sitting here at my 
window, drinking in rich draughts of the 
clear air, as it floats up to me, laden with 
the ambrosia! perfume of a thousand flowers, 
and again livingin imagination the happiness 
of last night. 

Atan carly hour Maud fluttered in, radi- 
antly beautiful in her snowy silk, her fair 
face and wealth of golden hair crowning all. 

“Ea, you are cross and rude to your step- 
father's nephews. ‘They were gloomy and 
disagreeable at supper, because Pauline 
brought your decision to keep your room 
until evening, I suppose you anticipate a 
theatrical scene. No wonder, for you are 
glorious in that dress, Amber fs d-lightfally 
suited to your complexion, Clarence sent it, 
did he not? =O Eda, you will worship him. 
He is so fair and beautiful.” 

% Beautiful, Maud 2” I langhed, 

“¥oes, beautiful! eis too fair, too deli- 
cate, tocall handsome. ‘That term better suits 
Godfrey. But hurry. Politeness demands 
your immediate presence in the parlors.” 

Teaught up gloves, fan, handkerchief and 
bouquet, in a mass together, shocking Mand’s 
nice orderly ideas, and started for the door, 

© You shall not go, in this careless manner, 
Your mother would be dismayed. Here, 
draw on your gloves. Give me the handker- 
ehief. Take your fan and bouquet. There, 
now you look like a young lady! Eda, [hate 
a hoyden!” 

Tait not wait to hear more, but ran on 
down the broad stairease, to the parlors. 
They were half filled already, and I was sur- 
rounded by a crowd of friends before T had 
taken a dozen steps into the room; but T did 
not forget mamma’s boys, and am afraid the 
greetings I gave to those around me were 
lamentably cool and indifferent. 

JY elasped hands with delighted friends, and 
received their congratulations, while my eyes 


were wandering away over their shoulders, 
in search of Clarence and Godfrey. 1t 
seemed an hour before I caught a glimpse of 
them, but when a parting in the cirele re- 
vealed mother standing in another part of the 
room, with a gentleman on either side, I 
broke away without even an apology, for I 
knew they must be our guests, my stepfather’s 
nephews. 

J paused before I reached them, bewildered 
aud surprised, for 1 had not anticipated any- 
thing beyond mere everyday style and beauty ; 
but. in my eyes, these two are kings among 
men. 

Clarence, the smaller of the two, was hold- 
ing mammia’s hand, and bending so low, that 
his fair shining curls nearly swept her dark 
braids, and his blue eyes were dancing with 
merriment, 

Beautiful! ay, that is the word. Maud was 
rivht. Ie is perfection, from his broad white 
forehead to his red curved Hps, shaded by 
the fair silken mustache, Just behind them 
stood Godfrey, his arms folded across his 
broad breast, his liquid eyes as dark as mid- 
night, wandering over the crowd. 

It made my heart stand still to see him 
there, so grand and handsome. I shall like 
Clarence best, I thought, but I shall honor 
Godfrey. 

Mamna first saw me, and my character- 
studying was at an end, and I found my 
hands clasped by Clarence’s soft fingers, and 
his voice speaking his happiness at our 
necting. 

“My one desire, ma belle Eda, is gratified! 
L have heen crazy since our good aunt sent 
your picture. My studio at’ Antwerp, where 
we had been for months, was lined with Eda’s 
face, I had you for my Juliet, my Beatrice, 
my Evangeline, and—” 

“He would have painted his St- Agnes 
with your features, but for my timely inter- 
ference,” laughed Godfrey. 

“And he, Eda, painted you, and gave you 
no title beyond, ‘ Our Edith?” 

“Twas right. E knew she was no realiza- 
tion of a poet’s fanciful dream, but a living, 
breathing woman.” 

The handsome eyes looked into my own, 
with an carnestness that brought the blood up 
in a torrent to my face, and I felt the master 
hand for the first time. 

Ah Godfrey, I am afraid of you! 

I did not dare te look toward him again, 
and when the musie began, willingly allowed 
Clarence to whirl me away in a giddy waltz, 
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“You were cross at supper, Maud sald, 
and Lam very sorry if Loccasioned it,” Esaid, 
when we paused to take breath. 

“You, my little Eda! No, it was not you. 
I was silent, only that your fair cousin might 
not drag us from one end of Europe to the 
other, as she seemed bent upon doing. I 
was too weary to answer her tiresome ques- 
tions, and Godfrey never talks of his travels, 
Tle does not like women either.” 

“O, Tam so sorry.” 

“Why? Do you mean to fall in love with 
him? Youshall not. Months ago [reserved 
that blessing for myself. See,” we were op- 
posite a mirror. “Are we not alike? Is it 
not a happy blending of sunlight and shad- 
ow, of gold and ebon, of sapphire and dia- 
mond? I love harmony, L hate sameness! 
Your cousin yonder would grate upon my 
taste, like discordant notes upon a well-tuned 
ear, We are disagreeably alike, in complex- 
fon and temperament.” 

“And Godfrey and I are alike, you will 
say!” 

«Not in the least. You are both dark, but 
he is all strength and protection: you all 
weakness and devotion. You would har- 
wonize well, and if he liked women, I should 
be jealous of him. As it is, Eda, I am all 
hope, and—well, never mind, the rest will 
hy-and-by come.” 

We passed Maud many times, and she shot 
fierce glances from her blue cyes at me, and 
smiled wistfully at the handsome fellow 
Leside me. 

It was a happy, happy birthnight. In my 
cighteen years I neverknew ahappier, Only 
one little dark spot came before me, and that 
was Godfrey’s coldness. I tried very hard to 
be friendly, but he treated me like a child, 
and clang close to mamma, 

Papa Graham was all smiles and hospital- 
ity, and sent everybody home happy and sat- 
isfied, Even cross Maud was gay, when he 
led her down to supper, but she pinched me 
as she passed my chair, and said something 
about taking care that my wine did not spoil 
my dress, which brought the crimson blood 
up in torrents, and I have no doubt, made 
me look like a fright, 

Well, it is all over, and to-day we begin a 
new life, for Clarence and Godfrey are to 
make Roseland their home hereafter. 

T should be more than happy but for Mand, 
Clarence gayly said Inst night, “there Is a 
skeleton in every house,” and Maud {is my 
skeleton. 


June 18th.—This ts the happlest day of my 
life! Thave sat here in the sunlight, until 
the warmth seems to have crept in and pos- 
sessed every fibre of my being, aud electrified 
me; until my blood feels bubbling, dancing, 
sparkling like wine, and my heart beats the 
imerriest measure it ever knew, 

Last night Clarence and I came out here 
in this vine-wreathed miniature palace, and 
frum reading poetry he began to pet me, 

At length, I know not how, his arms were 
around me, and my head pillowed upon his 
breast, and ho was telling me how dearly, 
how fondly he loved me, 

“My darling, my adored one,” he mur- 
mured, “I love, I worship you; you cannot 
kil me by sending me from you. You are 
niine, mine forever, Eda.” 

Forever his! To live, and never lose sight 
of his dear face, to know that even unto the 
dark valley of death his hand will guide ine, 
and the muste of his voice cheer me! Clar- 
ence, my love, my darling! 

We went in to Papa Graham and my moth- 
er, and received papa’s hearty assent and 
mother's tearful blessing. I forgot Godfrey 
until he suddenly entered and beheld the 
scene, Then Clarence drew me toward hin. 

“Godtrey, kiss your little sister, my wife 
that is to be.” 

Ue started back, and looked steadily into 
my faee for an instant, and I laughing said, 
“TItistrac”” Then he caught me close to 
his heart, and kissed me, but he trembled 
like one seized with an ague and his lips 
were like ice, 

Tam afraid of him. He is so grand, 50 
handsome, that I half believe he despises his 
weaker brother’s choice, 

Don’t hate me, Godfrey, for I love you, 
and will be a tender, true sister! 

Maud laughed Jike a wild ereature when 
we told her, and inquired if we intended to 
live in a cave upon stewed roscbuds and dew 
from garden lilies, or upon butterflies’ wings 
and honey. 

“Well, Maud, we have money enough to 
live any way we choose,” said Clarence, and 
she colored up to the eyes, I was hurt for 
her, for she is poor and dependent, and ex- 
tremely sensitive 

Clarence and (ic te y are coming down the 
walk. T see wie tue heads, one gleaming 
like gold, art the cther with Its rieh dark 
cluster, like purple grapes, and wonder how 
they cen b2 the children of the same parents, 
and vet they are twin brothers, 
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Godfrey has his strong arm around Clarence, 
and he is gravely talking, his eyes searchingly 
bent upon his brother’s fair face, talking, 
talking of me, for I hear my vame. I will 
not listen, 

Judy 18th.—Another month, and Clarence 
and Lare yet happy lovers. Maud, my fatr 
enemy, Jaughs and tells dismal tales of false 
Jovers and broken hearts, but I never heed 
them. She is now walking with him in the 
garden below, and their golden heads are 
very near together, as they lean over the rose- 
bushes. I look further on, and see there 
Golfrey, my proud, handsome brother, and 
my wicked heart leaps up and throbs painfally. 
Tlis handsome forehead is knit into an ugly 
frown, and his eyes burn like fire, 

Does he love Maud? Is he jealous, be- 
cause she stands there beside Clarence, and 
Janghs so gayly? Keep still! The thought 
makes me frantic, And yet why should I care? 

O, why should 1? I know not. If God- 
frey had uever come, if he would not put his 
arin araind me, and smooth back my hair so 
tenderly, if he would not teach me to paint, 
so patiently, and read even the silly love 
stories I ike, I should be very happy. But 
he does all these things, and never tires 
as even Clarenec does, 

Tf he loves Maud, it will break my heart, 
for I’d sooner see him dic, than married to 
one so ill suited tohim. She would ruin him. 
If he marries—I cannot write it, Tle must 
not marry. I cannot lose my dearly loved 
brother, 

August 20¢.—Tears! tears! tears! They 
are falling like rain before me, and blistering 
the white paper upon which I write. They 
steal down over my feverish face, and lie 
here, the marks of my first great grief. It 
has been slowly coming for weeks, but I have 
been idly, foolishly dreaming, 

I have scen Maud and Clarence waltz, he 
with arms clasping her close to him, I have 
seen him kiss her hand, and snatch buds 
from her bouquet. But when he called me 
his own forever, I believed him, 

Not an hour ago I was in the garden, and 
they passed me, Her head was upon his 
shoulder, his arms around her, and as they 
paused close beside me, he bent his head 
and kissed her. Faint and sick, I clung to the 
trellis work of the greenhouse, and they 
passed on. I would have followed them, but 
there was a crash of feet behind me, and in 
another moment a patr of strong arms was 
bearing me up to the house, 


At the door I recovered my strength, and 
turning I pushed Godfrey back, crying: 

*“ O Godfrey, why did you take me away? 
Let me go to Clarence! He fs erazy !” 

“Yes, he must be, Eda, and Mand has 
erazed him,” 

“Tt will break my heart,” [ sobbed. 

“ TIearts do not easily break, else mine were 
broken lovg ago. Eda, my darling, be patient.” 

His gentle hands were drying the tears 
which had sprung to my eyes, and lifting the 
heavy hot hair trom my aching head. [ow 
comforting was the touch of his cool fingers! 

For a moment I sat there and gave myself 
up to the gentle influence and became calm; 
but with a tenfold force the tide swept baek 
and brought those cruel ones before me, and 
with a cry I burst from him and fled up here 
to you, my little friend. 

dn my utter despair I forgot every one but 
Godfrey, even dear fond mother, whose loving 
heart would ache if she knew that her daugh- 
ter suffered. I will keep this bitter secret, 
and no one shall share it, Even Mand and 
Clarence shall never know thatI have discoy- 
ered their guilty love. 

September 12th.—A golden day this scems, 
and here in the summer-house I am writing, 
glancing up now and then to Godfrey, who is 
busily painting grotesque figures upon my 
workbox. Mand and Clarenee rode away in 
the carly morning, and have not yet returned, 
and Lam indifferent as to whether they ever 
return or not. 

I do not understand him, when in his 
belief that I love him he calls me his Vda, 
and kisses my cheek. Ile begs me to walk 
out in the mooniight every night, but I turn 
to Godfrey, and complain of cold, and he 
takes Maud instead, 

AinI wrong? Tas love taken its departure; 
or was it never there?) The question makes 
my poor brain whirl, I shall never forget to 
fear this handsome fellow before me, but I 
am happy with him. 

I dread him, and yet he could kill me with 
unkindness, so highly do 1 prize his opinion, 
his good-will, But he neverspeaks unkindly. 
He is gentle as my mother, and as patient as 
an angel. Why do I tremble like a child 
before him, and hold my breath, when he 
speaks? If I were superstitious, without 
doubt I should believe him exercising some 
magical power over my will. 

“Fda? he says, “Jay aside your writing. 
LT have completed my work, and want you to 
talk to me.” 
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Tshould obey him if he'd commanded me 
to kneel before him. 

November 30th.—Two months of darkness, 
and many times despair, have passed, and 
again, with trembling awkward fingers I open 
my mother's birthday gift. 

It was two months this night, that I sat at 
the window alone, and wept until my weary 
eyelids drooped and I slept, 

I had seen Clarence and Maud in their 
snug retreat at the library window, and knew 
that she was dragging him further from me 
cach moment, and in my utter desolation, I 
went to my room, and with relentless hands 
heaped ashes upon the love I so long had 
cherished, 

When sleep came, heart, brain and body 
were exhausted, and I slept a heavy dream- 
less sleep, from whieh nothing could awaken 
me. Hours after, they found me lying there 
in the moonlight, the damp night wind falling 
upon my face, where the heetie flush of fever 
was already painted, They drew me away 
into the cool rest of my hed, but the terrible 
scourge had fastened itself upon me, and I 
lay a helpless, hopeless victim. 

Jt was not the lack of care or skillful meds 
ical attendance, but a strange turning in this 
Jong, dreary iltness, that has taken away the 
light from my eyes—iyom the beautiful eyes 
Clarence loved so well, O,it maddens ine! 

They tell me with hope in their vaiees, that 
after a thie I shall again see, but I only know 
that I am—oO, can I write it?—blind. Llind! 

O God, how dreadful! Godfrey, dear, kind 
Godlrey, is always with me now, but Clarenee 
is always somewhere else. I seldom hear his 
volee, and never fee) his hand upon my own. 

Ifow patient Godfrey is! He rode miles 
to-day, in the cold wind, to bring me a book 
printed in great raised letters. To-morrow 
he will teach me to read it. 

December 2d.—Last night I grew weary 
and dull, and to hide my loneliness, groped 
my way into the ald nook, the library window, 
where Clarence and I used to sit side by side, 
in those happy days, and hoping, longing, for 
rest, Jay back upon the sofa, and drew the 
curtains snugly around ime, 

Then memory came, even while I was 
hushing my poor heart into sweet forgotful- 
hess, and the love which I had so tried to 
bury came up, and tortured me. T clasped 
my hands aeross the sightless eyes, and 
JMoaned until if passed. 

All at once there were footsteps at the 
door, aud tivo persons entered, Soon Eheard 


their voices, and knew they were Clarence 
and Maud. They began to speak. He said: 

“Doivt read, Maud! Pm confounded dull, 

“You are in mourning for Eda's eyes? 

“ Eda’s eyes! As though her eyes were my 
light !? 

“Then you do not love her?” 

“Ah Caprice, thy name is woman! Tow 
many times must I tell you how dearly, dear- 
ly, dearly I love you? Cana man love tivo 
women at the same time?” 

“But you are bound to her” 

“And for that picee of nonsense, I am to 
be a dog, and lead her through life. Tum! 

T half arose to go out, but from some part 
of the room there came heavy strides, and in 
a moment there was a fall, aud 4 volley of 
smothered oaths, 

“My brother, would yor bring a second 
story of Cain and Abel, to curse this fair 
home?” cried Godfrey. “To you dare speak 
lightly of your betrothed 2” 

I glided forward. 

“Don't, Godfrey! Tedon't love me, and I 
don’t love him, Maud, he belongs to you! 
Godftey, don’t strike him!” 

There was a tread of feet, a soft rustle of 
silk, and I was alone with some one, whose 
hand resting upon my chair trembled like a 
wind-swayed leaf. 

“ Godfrey, is it you?” I asked, putting out 
my hand, 

“Yes, Eda.” 

“Sit down and talk to me. 
so, Clarence was right. 
marry a blind woman.” 

“And you are free from him.” 

“Are you sorry 2” 

“O darling, if you could see my happy, 
selfish face you would understand, Eda, my 
poor little sufferer! Let me lead you.” 

“Where, where?” 1 stammered, 

“Into my heart, my beloved.” 

Tune 10th.— Another year, and I am nine- 
teen years old. A month ago, the shadow 
began to ereep slowly away, and to-day I 
walked up the church aisle, upon Godfrey's 
arm, and saw all the dear faces, as plainly as 
a year ago, 

Mother, darling, my heart $s a divided one, 
a3 you prophesied, but you will forgive it. I 
am not sure that your heart is all mine, for 
since handsome Clarence and Maud went 
across the sea, you have ching closely to your 
boy Godfrey, and withont a tear, given him 
your Edith to keep forever, 


Don't tremble 
IIe would not dara 
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TnHAr, the world israpidly growing prosaic, 
and practical, and common-sensical, I am 
more and,.more convinced. .every day. All 
‘those delightful old superstitions concerning 
matrimony—the wonderful “tricks *. which 
had such a mysterious power oyer the pro- 
yoking uncertainty which envelops that de- 
lectable state—where are thay now? Instead 
of romantically tying one’s toes and thumbs 
together and, getting. into bed backward, 
without speaking, to dream of falling from 
some prodigious height.and being gallantly 
landed in the arms of some ravishing young 
gentleman—or Jady. as the case might be— 
pho was to be the future hushand,.ete., ete, 
the youth.or damsel of to-day who would 
rashly tempt the future, prosaically encloses 
twenty-five cents to Box 999, and receives 
by return of mail the exact image and super- 
scription of the future, “for better or for 
worse,” The latter bas the advantage of 
tangibility, Dreams are-such visionary things 
that ho might not bo quite positive when the 
original. made his appearances. but armed 
with a photograph, one could go through a 
crowd in an astonishingly short time, setting 
his anxiety at rest concerning the possible 
presence of his “ fate” by quietly comparing 
it with the faces, taking them by lines or 
groups, for convenience. Butatas! thismode 
has also its disadvantages. JYhen you find 
half a dozen of your particular female friends 
have each a.picture as like yours as one pea 
is ike another, you cannot well help being a 
little exercised in your mind as to whether 
your six friends are going to die young, or 
vice versa; or, if possibly you are not all des- 
tined to emigrate, to Utah some fine day. 
But the story Istarted to tell has nothing 
to do with such matter-of-fact revelations as 
eard photographs profoss te make. It belongs 
to quite another and altogether more ro- 
mantle era, 

Possibly, in the more remote regions, these 
delightful old superstitions are still.believed 
in and practised; I do not know. I only 
know that once—no matter how many years 
ago, the writer, and a score or more of other 
girls of a very susceptible age, used to con- 
gregate at Aunt Mollic Norton’s upon every 
possible opportunity, to listen, open-cyed and 
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eared, to the wonderful instances which had 
come within the personal knowledge of this 
remarkable woman, where future wives or 
husbands, oftenest the latter, had appeared 
in answer to some mysterious performance 
or incantation, known under the general 
name of “tricks,” 

Now Aunt Mollie was a perfect encyclo- 
pedia of tricks, She knew more, and better, 
and surer ones, than eyery one else I ever 
knew put together. From holding a mirror 
over an open well thirty minutes before mid- 
day on the twentieth of June, and beholding, 
just as the clock struck twelve, the face of 
the To Be in the glass, down to swallowing a 
spoonful of salt, without speaking—I know 
of acertain person who tried it once, and 
didn’t feel particularly ike speaking for sev- 
‘eral never-to-be-forgotten hours—and dream- 
ing of being overwhelmed with thirst, and 
served with water by tho aforesaid To Be, 
we all believed the “ tricks ” most religiously, 
substantiated as they wera by numberless 
instances which had “ come true,” and which 
she repeated frequently for the perfecting of 
our faith. Ithink she believed them most 
conscientiously herself, and I am quite as post- 
tive that we did, till repeated failures made us 
disgusted with the whole thing. We bought 
our wisdom by experlence, and bought it. 
early, forI think no one of us was over six- 
teen, but there was a fascination, a strange 
weird sort of fascination, about those old 
charms and superstitions of twenty yeats 
ago, which can never be quite forgotten by 
one who had once entertained them. How 
they come back to me now, an endless pro- 
cession, through the silence and dust of the 
dead years! But I have-time to note only 
one, now, and the others must “down” to 
their graves again. 

Among Aunt Mollie’s repertoire was one 
which was-—and I still think deservedly— 
& universal favorite. The materials and 
modus operandi were as follows: 

First, a tumbler of clear spring water was 
set ina sunny window at precisely half an 
hour before twelve o'clock, Then the white 
of an egg was lightly beaten and poured ia 
the glass, It would lie in the bottom of the 
tumbler o while, and then slowly rise in 
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pretty fantastic shapes, which were supposed 
to take the form of the special implements 
of labor of which the operator should earn 
his bread. Of course thé said operator must 
not speak during all the performance. This 
was absolutely essential to the success of the 
experiment. The opening of the lips would 
At once break the spell. I have sometimes, 
in these later years, observed instances where 
the same thing was accomplished by the 
same means, 

Living in a seaport town, where the am- 
bition of all the boys was to be captains, and 
of all the girls to be captains’ wives, a ship 
was, naturally enough, the favorite form 
which, by the aid of a strong fancy, rose to 
our delighted and watchful visions, But 
only one of us was ever quite sure that hers 
wasaship. The figures might just as well 
have been anything clse, I candidly confess, 

‘ But there was no disputing the pretty sym- 
metrical craft that rose, its delicate lines, and 
spars, and filmy sails clearly outlined against 
the soft golden glow of midday, in Angie 
Barber's tumbler. We were all half wild 
with delight, and Angie, not daring to speak, 
sat with darkening eyes and flushed cheeks, 
gazing with a sort of ecstatic awe as the beau- 
tiful thing grew in grace and proportions, 
It was a most admirable counterfeit, and to 
our minds a © confirmation strong as proofs 
of holy writ,’ that our pretty Angie was to 
be acaptain’s bride. Angie herself accepted 
it asa sure and irrevocable fact, and grew 
cool and reserved towards young Will Ash- 
ley, who, all we girls knew, loved her with all 
his large honest heart, and had done so ever 
since the Nereus went to pieces outside the 
Dar, and Angie, a drenched, pallid, miserable 
little thing, was washed ashore on the flats 
below bis father’s farm. She was scarcely 
eight years old then, and very small and 
slight for that age, and the strong lithe- 
limbed Jad of seventeen found no difficulty 
in carrying her in his arms across the spongy 
marsh, and up the broad winding upland to 
his father’s house. 

This had been the first we had any of us 
known of Angie Barber, but I think it seemed 
to us allas if we bad been acquainted with 
her always. She had crept into our hearts 
through the sad sorrow that had sosuddenly 
bereft her of father and mother, brother and 
sister, Of all the Nereus brought across the 
seas, only three sallors escaped the cruel 
fury of the storm, and our little Angie, whom 
some one had lashed to a bitofspar. From one 


of the sailors, and from what Angie could her- 
self tell, we learned this much of her history: 

Mr. Barber was himself an American, but ~ 
had married some ten years previously, a 
charming little German girl whose parents 
were on a visit to this country. Having no 
near relations, he returned with his wife's 
friends to their home some six months later, 
There they had Hved till the death of Mrs, 
Barber's parents made her willing to leave 
her native land for her husband’s, But nefth- 
er of them ever reached it, and of their three 
children, only Angle, the eldest, was saved, 

I never remember when she was not love- 
ly, with her soft creamy complexion and 
wild-rose bloom. But as she advanced to 
womanhood, every one exclaimed how pretty 
she grew, a8 well. Sho had the soft flaxen- 
brown curls and milk-and-rose complexion 
of her mother, with the frank smile and 
ehangeful brown eyos which had made her 
father’s faco winning and attractive to 4 
more than ordinary degree. ; 

I believe I was accused of romantic pro- 
clivitics very early in life, Indeed, I cannot 
remember so far back that the happiest mo- 
ments of my life were not those of castle- 
building. No childish plays or companion- 
ships were ever half so fascinating to'me as 
the luxury of getting away by myself in the 
garret, or the grove at the foot of the mead- 
ow, and planning all manner of possible and 
impossible futures for those I knew; aud 
sometimes, when short of subjects, I have a 
very distinct recollection of manufacturing 
them for the occasion, and very real they 
were to me, too. Of course I wouldn’t do 
such a thing now, so I think'there was a 
slight feeling of regret mingled with my 
pleasure at the sight of Angte’s “ship.” I 
cordially wished her to have the best place, 
the most enviable future; and this seemed to 
me then to be. But still I did not quite like 
to see the fair structure I had builded so 
carefully, thus unceremoniously demolished, 
When afterwards I saw how reserved she 
grew towards Will, and tho look half of pain 
and half of vexation which would cloud his 
bright olive face when the girls hinted of 
“ Angie’s captain,” I grew quite disgusted 
with “tricks” in general, and this one in 
particular. But stil I had not lost my faith 
in it in the Teast, and the only satisfactory 
solution of the diffculty to which I could 
come was for Will Ashley to go to sea. I 
hinted something of it to him once. He 
drew himself, up with a slight shiver: 
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“Don't you remember, Bess,” he sald, 
“that John and Harry” (these ‘were his 
brothers) “ both went down under its treach- 
erous waves? No! I'll never go out of sight 
of terra firma, if Iean help it!” 

Soon after this there came to Marion a 
party of summer tourists, There were, I 
think, nine of thom, though the original 
party had consisted of but six. “The remain- 
ing three had been picked up at different 
places, and were alike strangers to each other 
aud to themselves, Among these latter was 
Captain Launcelot Gifford, a handsome dash- 
ing sort of fellow, with plenty of assurance, 
an easy genial manner, and a ready knack at 
saylng gallant little nothings to the ladies. 
All women know that this is not the highest 
type of a man, and yet, owing doubtless to 
the native perversity of the sox, nearly all 
women like such aone. And so, though far 
from being the most worthy, Captain Gifford 
was the most popular by a great deal, of the 
strangers, at least, among the younger girls, 

I do not think any one of us felt surprised 
when we discovered that Captain Gifford 
began to evince a decided preference for An- 
gie’s society. It had somehow seemed from 
the first that he would do so. We lad the 
good sense to perceive that none of us were 
particularly pretty or fasclnating, except her; 
yet I do not believe one of us ever felt envi- 
ous or jealous towards her. Wo had always 
asort of chivalric protecting love for this 
gentle beautiful little creature, thrown by 
fate upon our generosity, which prevonted 
the growth or indulgence of any such un- 
atulable sentiments, 

Of course it occurred to us at once that 
this was “ Angie's captain.” The whole af- 
fair had that delightful aroma of romance 
particularly pleasing to very young girls, and 
was, therefore, proportionally satisfactory to 
us atl Butwo could not quite make out 
how Angte herself felt about it. She grew a 
trifle graver, and though they ato and slept 
under the same roof, she and Will Ashley 
«rew to be almost like strangers. Will was 
fiereely jealous of this gallant young captain, 
we all knew; but that seemed no reason why 
Angie should treat him with such studied 
coolness. For the first time in my life I 
found myself cherishing a vague feeling of 
resentment towards her. Certainly, the ten- 
der care and devotion of eight years deserved 
some consideration. I didn’t like to think 
our favorite guilty of ingratitude, but it cer- 
tainly looked strangely like it. I knew, also, 


that it both pained and disappointed Will’s 
father and mother, though they said nothing, 
Angie had grown to be like a daughter to 
them, and it was not strange thay had hoped 
she would bo in reality. 

“What perverse spirlt sent Captain Lance 
Gifford to Marlon, to mar all our fair expec- 
tations?” I asked myself, angrily. I was 
rapidly getting out of conceit of the hand- 
some captain, you will perceive, 

“T think you are treating Will Ashley real 
shabby, Angie,’ I said, one day when she 
lad turned and walked abruptly away as he 
was just reaching out his hands to fold a 
shawl, which his mother had sent out, about 
her shoulders. 

To my perfect bewilderment she broke 
into such a fierce passion of tears that I for- 
got my momentary anger, and was over- 
whelmed with remorse, thinking my words 
had caused her grief. 

A day or two after this I met Will Ashley 
one morning, dressed as if for a journey, I 
think he knew, intuitively, that my sympa- 
thies were with him. He put out his hand. 

“T cannot enduro it any longer, Bessie! 
he said, a fierce pathos of pain in his voice. 

“You are not going to leave your home, 
Wille” I.eried, breathlessly; “your father 
and, mother 2” 

“No, Bessie; I am not going to be so weak 
or wicked as that. I shall not desert my pa- 
rents in their old age; I am all they have, ‘ 
now, you know, to leanon. But I must know 
something of him! If he is worthy of ber, 
and she chooses, I can have nothing to say, 
though God only knows how hard it is to 
even think of giving her up. I bad thought 
of her so long—and—and I thought she 
she cared for me!” 

Tie paused abruptly, and turned his: face 
away. 

“And go she did,” I cried, impulsively, “ be- 
fore her head was turned by that detestable 
‘ship’ business! She believes she must 
Marry a seninan, and you will stay ashore,” { 
added, half vexed at his obstinacy in persist- 
ing to be a landsman, when the whole diffi- 
culty might be met, I believed, if he would 
only change his vocation. 

He smiled faintly. I realize now how 
puerile and childish my words must have 
sounded tohim, but then I thought them 
the quintessence of wisdom. 

“You will stay with her all you can while 
Tam away, Bessie?” he asked, anxiously. 

I promised, and he left me with such a 
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fiereo grip of my Angers that they ached for 
an hour. 

Somehow. I.seemed determined to meet 
with adventures. this particular morning. I 
had not proceeded over a dozen roda, when I 
encountered Mr, Chelmsford, the artist of 
the party sojourning among-us, and the old-. 
est and most reserved of them all, .I had 
always felt a, goad deal. afraid of him, and 
should have passed him with only a bow, 
but he stopped me by asking if I was in any 
particular hasto, as if I were not, he would 
like to speak with me a moment. I felt the 
blood mount to my forehead, but I managed 
to answer intelligibly, I beliove, though I 
had all the time a vivid consciousness that 
he was feeling greatly amused ‘at my. very 
evident embarrassment, 

“You are intimate with Miss Barber, I be- 
lieve?” he asked, looking carelessly off over. 
the fields, and drawing a line or. two ina 
portfolio resting on his left arm, 2 

“O yes!” I said, quickly. 

. “She is a very lovely girl, very beautiful, 
too.” 

“We all think so, sir,’ I replied, with a 
little feeling-of: pride in my heart, and .‘possi- 
bly coming into my voice,. I think so, for he 
smiled, a faint, almost imperceptible smile. 

“Do you know anything of Captain Gif- 
ford?” he asked, with an abruptness that 
made me start. 

“T believe ho is of your party, sir,’ I an- 
swered, quietly, though my heart was beat- 
ing fearfully. 

“TY never saw him until the week before 
we came here, But from the fact that he 
did come here with our party, I feel a little 
responsibility in the matter. 1 know abso- 
lutely nothing about the man, but I could 
not leave your pleasant little town with a 
clear conscience if 1 neglected to drop just 
the faintest hint of warning. Remember, I 
know nothing, but I advise the friends of 
Miss Barber to take some measures to ascer- 
tain the character and standing of the man 
before the intimacy proceeds much further, 
Lonly know one thing: Captain Gifford re- 
celves letters from a lady regularly every 
week, directed to Launcelot Gifford, with 
the title omitted. A small thing, perhaps, 
and the Iady may be his mother, or grand- 
mother, for aught I know. It will do no 
harm to ascertain, at least.” 

Ido not know how he read my thought, 
but he answered it promptly. 

“TJ noticed you did not like him, -particu- 


: other plan we can avoid it all, 


larly,” he said, with a'smile; “ tls is whiy I 
apoke to. you.” 

“J—I didn’t know-you ever noticed me at 
all?!’ I exolaimed, in astonishment. And 
then I blushed, a foolish trick I bave never 
quite got rid of, to the roots of my hair with 
yexation and embarrassment. 

‘©O, men of my craft..aro obliged to keep 
their eyes open, and so nedessarily see things 
which others do not!” ‘he responded, care- 
lessly. But to this moment I remember the 
amused look in his face, and the fierce fire 
that surged suddenly through my veins as I 
realized the meaning of: that look. It said 
as plainly as 80 many words: “ You are such 
a simple, unsophisticated, altogethor trans- 
parent little thing, I saw through you with- 
out trying.” - Which I have no.doubt he did. 

-That night, remembering.my promise to 
Will Ashley, I went over to Angie’s. Sho 
Was not in, and Mrs. Ashley informed me, 
with a troubled look in her face, that sho 
had gone out with Oaptain Gifford, 

“YT think they are down on the beach,” 
she sald, with a little unéonsctous sigh. 

“T came in to stay with Angie, to-night, 
and J intend to do so in spite of all the Cap- 
tain Giffords in the universe,?..I responded, 
rather unamiably; “Now.I-am going to find 
them.” And I set:out. 

Now I must disclaim any intention of caves- 
dropping, but when coming a little unex- 
pectedly within the sound of Captain Lanco 
Gifford’s deep musical voice, modulated Just 
now to low, tender, pleading tones, through 
which ran a rhythm: of fiery passion, I will ad- 


-mit that [ did deliberately stop, and as de- 


liberately listen. A clump of.alders skirted 
the reedy:scdgo round which wound the path 
to the shore. These, and a somewhat ab- 
rupt curve in the path, bid me from their 
sight. It was, beside, getting quite duskish, 
and a sea fog had come tipon thesonth wind, 
and hung low over the water and the cury- 
ing shore, 

“There is no other. way, darling, or I 
would not ask you,’ ho was saying, “The 
Ashloys do not like me, and will try to pre- 
vent your marrying me. There will be all 
the annoyance and trouble of opposition’ to 
you, and I—well, I shalt quarrel with them, 
and there will be a state of il feeling engen- 
dered that can never.be overcome. By this 
and when 
their -anger and disappointment has blown 
over we can return and al! be friends again. 
Of course, dear Angie, I would not ask this 
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of you if they were your parents: But these 
people have no real claim on you, no real 
right to control or influence you at all.” 

“hey haye been so kind to me,” Angie 
said, in a faint voice, 

“Qne couldn’t help being kind to you, 
sweet!” ho replied, in his most fascinating 
tones. “But now Love rules, You belong 
to me; you admit, yourself, that fate has de- 
ereed It, and you ought to be willing to be 
guided wholly by me, since you know that 
your happiness is my only wish or thought.” 

Whatever Angie might know, J was not 
quite so sure, and resolved to have the bene- 
fit of the doubt. Stepping back a rod or 
two, [ called in an impatient, uncertain sort 
of way? 

“ Angie! Ankla Barber! where can you 
be?* Angie!” raising my voice, and coming 
swiftly round the turn full upon them, They 
were unmistakably surprised, as, of course, 
wast, But I fancied, somehow, that Angie 
felt a vague sense of relief as she caught my 
hand and drew it through hor arm. 

“JT came over to stay with you to-night, 
and have been looking for you everywhere,’ 
I said, carelessly, “I was nigh giving you 
up. Iam so glad Leame down this path? 
Ladded, with cool satisfaction, which, from 
the glimpse I caught through the dusk, of 
Captain’ Gifford’s face, I fear was not very 
cordially reciprocated, 

We walked back to the house, Captain 
Gifford gay, and brilliant, and agreeable as 
usual, but Angie silent, and evidently strug- 
gilng to suppress any outward signs of ex- 
citement, He soon excused himself on the 
plea of an engagement, and whispering a 
few words in Angie’s ear, took his leave. 

“ How chill and damp this fog is!” she ex- 
claimed, with a shiver; “come up stairs, 
Bess,” 

T followed her up the wide old-fashioned 
stairway with a feeling of intense gratifica- 
tion, mingled with an uneasy sense of appre- 
hension, I had triumphed this time, but 
how could I possibly thwart his plans, if she 
persisted in listening tothem! The fear 
that he would persuade her to go off with 
him before Will Asbley’s return, made mo 
actually faint with alarm and dread. Twas 
not skilled in strategy, there was only one 
thing E could do, I thought it all over while 
we were undressing, aud as soon as the light 
was out I began, trembling for the success 
of my experiment, but resulved to make the 
trial. 
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“ Angie,” I began, my heart beating so,I 
was sure she must hear it, “I think I- ought 
to tell you that I overheard something Cap- 
tain Gifford said to you to-night, behind the 
alder hedge.” 

“O Bessie!” she gasped, and then, as on a 
previous occasion, broke into a fierce uncon- 
trotlable fit of weeping, 

But I had grown hard-hearted since, and 
sv, instead of petting her, and reproaching 
myself, I waited quietly till the first violence 
of her emotions, whatever they might be, 
had exhausted themselves, and then con- 
tinued: 

“T was astonished at what I heard, Angie, 
and especially that you should listen to a 
proposition like that from a stranger. Bo 
you love him well enough to deceive and de- 
sert those whom you know, for this man 
whom you do not know? If you do, then I 
have no more to say, at least, not to you.” 

*O Bessie, youli not tell Aim/ I don't 
think I'd mind if you didn’t tell hin; I-I—” 
And she broke out afresh, and for a cmouient 
I was compelled to keep silence again. 

“If you would tell me whom you mean,” 
Ibegan, She interrupted me fiercely: 

“You know Imean Will Ashley; 3; you know 
it just as well as Ido!” 

“Tdon't see why you should care about 
his knowing it,” I responded, hastily, and 1 
dare say with a little show of temper; “it 
couldn't certainly be much worse than tho 
way you have treated him of late, You'll 
never find any one else who will love you as 
purely and unselfishly as Will Ashley. But 
then, of course, you've a right to choose for 
yourself,” 

She caught my hand with a little shiver. 

“No I haven’t; don’t you remember that 
ship? It’s fate, Bessie, I can’t help it!” And 
her voice died away in a little sobbing sigh, 

I rose up, and leaning on my elbow, 
looked throngh the dim light at my compan- 
fon; but it was too dark to see her face, A 
strange thought had come into my brain, 
and with it I felt growing up in my heart a 
feeling of repugnance, cousiderably tinged 
with skepticism, in regard to the whole brood 
of “tricks,” one of which had made auch a 
change in the hitherto happy life of my fa- 
vorite friend. . 

“There is no fate about it!” I cried, im- 
patiently, ie 

Angie rose straight up in bed, her pretty 
flaxen-brown curls falling over her shoulders 


* like a cloud, and clinging to my haud with 
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both her own, she cried in a startled cager 
voice: 

“O Bessie! do you think—do you suppose 
—is it possible that there can be any mistake 

* about it? You saw it, and you know it was 
a ship.” 

“Well,” said I, doubtfully, the old super- 
stition rallying fora final struggle with com- 
mon sense, “there are other captains in the 
world beside him, and there's no hurry.” 

She sank back on the pillows with 8 little 
dreary sob, 

“O Bess,” said she, “it might just as well 
be one as another; they are all alike to me! 
And Captain Gifford loves me, and—and I 
think ’d better go, Bess.” 

“ Angie Barber, what do you know about 
Launcelot Gifford, anyway?” I demanded, 
losing patience again. 

® Only what he says, of course. But what 
reason would he have for telling me a false- 
hood?” she asked, innocently, “His father 
is a large ship-owner, and he himself, owns 
one, the ‘Starling,’ of which he is captain, 
He is having it overhauled and put in thor- 
ough repair just now. Iv expects to sail for 
South America in Heptentbier, aud that is 
why—” . 

“See here, Angie,’ I iataeaaceiel abruptly, 
“promise me you'll not take any decisive 
step till—’ I paused, I didu't want her to 
know why Will Ashley had gone away, or 
that I knew aught of his going—' till I have 
achance to find out,” I substituted. “ You 
can put it off a week, and in that time—” 

“O Bess, it was to be to-morrow tight)? 
she cried out, sharply, and with a anit con- 
yulsive shiver, 

I saw no other way, and so I told iio what 
Nr. Chelmsford had said to me, She was 
sobbing and trembling convulsively when I 
finished, but she grew cal after a while, and 
we arranged that she should go home with 
me in the morning and stay two days. I 
hoped Will would return in this time, though 
of course J didn’t tell her so, 

Well, Angie went home with me according 
to agreement, and though she was nervous 
and excited, wo got through the day finely. 
1 knew she was fearing and dreading the 
evening, and so, too, was I. 

“Tf only Will would come!” I said to ny- 
self a hundred times thatday, We had just 
risen from the supper-table when Captain 
Gifford came to the door, He asked for An- 
gie, but I told him she was ill, and really she 
looked so, with the boft color all gone qut of 


her cheeks? and so he had fo come in. Two 
or three of the girls happened in, and pres- 
ently, very much to my astonishment, Mv. 
Chelmsford called. As we wero passing 
through the hall on our way to the parlor, he 
said, speaking very low: 

“You know what I mentioned to you yes- 
terday? ave you been a faithful little du- 
enna?” 

“T haven't left her,’ I replied, quickly, 

“And well for her that you have not, I 
think,” he responded, gravely. 

What was my surprise when I reached the 
parlor to see Will Ashley standing by the 
door. He had come in through the kitehen 
while I had been absent. He looked flushed 
and resolute, but his lips were white, and 
had a pained expression about them. I saw 
a look pass between him and Mr. Chelins- 
ford, and a moment after Will sald, trying to 


“speak carelessly, but betraying the strong 


feeling surging in his heart, by the strange 
ring in his voice: 

“T have been in Manchester, Mr. Gifford, 
and had the pleasure of meeting your wife. 
She asked me to say to you that she should 
expect you home to-morrow. I told her I 
thought you weuld not fall tocome. A fuith- 
fed husband makes ita point never to disap- 
point his wife, you know.” 

Gifford had risen before Will had said 
three words, When ho had finished hesaid, 
sarcastically: 

“Thank you for your Aindness, Mr. Ashley, 
as well as for the amusement afforded me by 
another member of your family, to relieve 
the tedium of a dull neighborhood.” 

Will Ashley sprang after him with a sup- 
pressed imprecation, buf the door had closed 
between them, and Mr. Chelmsford put out 
his hand. 

“He isn’t worth it, Ashley, don't soll your 
fingers with him,” he said, gravely. 

Poor Angie! For days and days she lay 
like a child, as weak, and helpless, and un- 
reasoning, But by-and by strength ot body 
and mind returned, and the color caine nite 
her checks, and the light into her eyes, One 
day she asked me to tell Will to come in, 

“T must go to him, Bess, he will not come 
to me,” she said, blushing. : 

T do not pretend to know how ft was man- 
aged, but Ido know that it was managed 
yery satisfactorily to all parties, and that 
at Christtnas Will Ashley became, prac- 
tically, “Angte Barber's captain,” and Angie 
acekired, anid smiles and blushes, that she 
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never did, nor never should have loved any- 


body but Will Ashley, if she bad married © 


all the captains in the world!” 

I forgot to mention that the only captaincy 
Lance Gifford ever held was that of a fire 
company in an obscure New Hampshire 
town, and all the ship his father owned was 
araft, whereby he propelled logs down tho 
stream in the season for that sort of work. 





After this almost tragic result, “ tricks’? 
were at adiscount in Marion. Aunt Mollie’s 
star rapidly declined, and young men and 
women learned to “watch and wait” with . 
whatsoever grace they could command, 
Very likely some of them might have been 
better off if they had continued to wait; 
patient waiters, it is said, are no lose 


—— 
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“Yes” said Aunt Priscilla, jerking her 
cap strings, “it is true, Joshua, and if I had 
had a single person to stand up for me,T 
should be a rich lady to-day, giving my balls 
and dinner parties, and riding in my carriage. 
When my husband and I were young, you 
aught to have seen the baskets of cham- 
pagne that came into the house, and the 
bouquets the governor used to send me 
whenever he was coming to dine; and I had 
alittle negra page to carry the train of my 
dress when I walked to church, and I “tossed 
my head like this?” 

Here Aunt Priscilla looked at. us eagle 
tishly with her poor faded eyes, and tossed 
her head airily. Nell would bave -giggled, 
but Joshua repressed her with a stern 
glance. 

“And how was your pronesty lost?" he 
asked, with respeetfal interest. 

“Tesiever was lost,’ said Aunt Priscilla, 
nodding mysteriously. “never knew where 
it did go. When my hnsband died he didn't 
leave a.debt bitt the housekeeping bills, but 
I-knew no more of business than a: baby, 
and the lawyers they took hold of it and 
worked over it year after year, and-mads me 
leave my beautiful house and go to board in 


a cheap place, and after five years they gave 
me three hundred dollars, and said that was 
all there was. Then one after another gare 
mea home, and I went from place to place. 
They would keep a little room for me in 
their houses, and there 1 watched my ‘hus- 
band’s corner lots all built up, and saw great 
stores and houses put on them, and I was 
cheated out of every cent of it,” 

“What a shame!” exclaimed Joshua, 
watinly, 

“ Maybe she don’t know what she’a saying” 
I whispered, remembering how only the day 
before I had found my lost steel earrings in 
Aunt Priscilla’s room, and she had taken 
them upand shown them to me, saying ex- 
ultantly, that they were part of the diamond | 


“set her hnsband gave her on her wedding- 


aay. 

Poor Aunt Priscilla! She had only been 
with us about three months, and was really 
quite an ornament, Nell declared, fur onr 
hearthstone had always seemed to need an’ 
old lady to sit by it with her knitting, to 
complete the comfortable look of things. 
She was the widow of a great-uncle of ours - 
whom none of us had ever seen, excepting 
father. This uncle had. died twenty years 
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-before, drowned by the upsetting of a boat, 


and the grief and shock must have fairly un- 
balanced poor Aunt Priscilla’s mind. Father 
had never heard a word about her, nor 
thought of inquiring, supposing she had gone 
to her own relatives, and that she was well 
off, as he knew his uncle had owned consid- 
erable property. But afew months since he 
had received-a letter from the selectmen of 
P—-, stating that Mrs. Priscilla Rogers was 
old, destitute and growing helpless; that she 
had been for years supported by private char- 
ities, bunt now there was a prospect of her 
coming upon the city for maintenance. He, 
iny father, was the only connection of whom 
they could learn, and they wrote to him for 
instroctions, Fatlier’s family spirit was 
roused, he sent word back at once that he 
would take the old lady himself. He could 
not leave business to go for her, for we were 
not at all rich, and he had to attend pretty 
strictly to work, but the P—— selectmen 
found an escort, and a few days: thereafter 
Aunt Priscilla came to our door, trembling 
with excitement at the change, but erect 
and proud, prepared to assert herself with 
dignity. Thenceforth she became the orna- 
ment of our household, and our evening de- 
light. 

O, the stories she told us! . She must have 
been the gayest of coquettes in her youth, 
hartdsome, careless and. happy, if we. could 
trust her tales of her girlish tricks, flirtations 
and revelries, which she told with.such spirit 
and sly humor. Then her married life with 
our great uncle! She would have:us believe 
that their house was a perfect palace, from 
her descriptions.of terraces.and fountains, of 
halls and alcoves, and magnificent mirrors 
and furnitare. She told me how she was 
the toast of the regiment quartered at P——, 
and how the colonel himself used to send 
her billet-douz. We.could not tell how much 
was true, nor could father hefp us much 
when we asked him. He only said his uncle 
was'a man of means, that none of the family 
ever visited there, but it had been rumored 
that his wife was gay and -terribly extrava- 
gant. Poor Aunt Priscilla! she had no ex- 
travagances left now; all she wanted was 
once in a while a few pennies to buy snuff! 
But she must have been very handsome,.we 
all allowed, and now, although seventy years 
old, she was straight as an arrow, and there 


was a fire and spirit in her-deweanor when. ; 


aroused, that made us. sure she must have 
been a power in her day. 


‘Whenever there was going to be a great 
sermon, or speech, or convention, where 
there was sure to be a crowd, she said, “I 
never hurried myself. I waited till it began, - 
and then J sailed slowly in, in my velvets and 
satins, holding my head up this way, till I 
reached the front seats, and then I stood 
still, and a score of distinguished gentlemen: 
would spring up to give me a place. So I 
always bad the best seat!’ 

Poor Aunt Priscilia! she thought our best 
shawls and bonnets were her own yand would 
tell how Jong she had bad them, and then 
would graciously lend them to us to wear. 
She felt like a fine lady all the time, aud 
Joshua declared there must besome founda- 
tion for it all. There might be # great deal 
of trath in her story of the lawyers cheating 
her out of her property, and wasn't it worth 
at least the trouble tulookit up? So Joshua 
reasoued. He was a young lawyer himself, 
just beginning practice, and a case like this 
would be a feather in, his cap, if successful, 
to say notbing of what Aunt Priscilla in her 
gratitude might do for Lim. 

We laughed at him at first, then argued 
with him, and finally einded, by all, even fath- 
er, yielding to lis enthusiasm, and confessing 
that there might be something in it, and it.» 
was best to find out. Aunt Priscilla was in-. 
eestasies, and promised to give Joshua half. 
of all-‘he might recover, and that might: be 
hundreds of thousands of dollars. In spite . 
of ourselves we began to build joyous air cas-. 
tles. So many stranger things had happened 
to people! 

We made Joshua ready for his journey as 
proudly as the Vicar of Wakefield’s family 
prepared Moses for the fair. He wasto hunt. 
up every deed and title, examine every rec- 
ord, detect every fraud, and restore poor 
Aunt Priscilla her dues. We: all stood in 
the door to see him off. A wren up in the 
maples was singing at the top of its voice. 

.* That's one of my little birds!” exclaimed 
Aunt Priscilla, gleefully. “It has followed 
me all the way from P——, and just found 
me?” : 
Joshua reached pHi in the evening, in 
time to take.a walk through the streets 
where -Aunt Priscilla’s property lay. He 
wrote-us a sanguine letter from: the hotel 
that night, saying that the estate was cer- 
tainly. of immense value, hg was sure there * 
had been trickery somewhere, and should go. 
to see those rascally lawyers on the morrow. . 

What befell him after that, has become a 
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matter of family history, and rans thus in 
the archives, : 

Among all the-names of friends, fees and 
lawyers that Aunt Priscilla had given him, 
she had dwelt the most impressively on that 
of Mr. Frost. He had been her chief ad- 
viser, she thought her greatest friend, and 
she had staid in his house for months ata 
time, but at the last she found him out, and 
that he had contrived to get possession of 
nearly all her property. Then she had broken 
with him. 

So the first thing Joshua did the next 
morning after his arrival was to seek out Mr. 
Frost. He found him in one of the best offices 
in the city, and instead of the wily knavish 


* face my brotffer expected to see, he was con- 


fronted by a stately kindly old gentleman, 
who attended to him with the most winning 
politeness, though several clients were 
waiting, ; 

“And you come from Mrs, Rogers?” he 
said, with great interest. “Poor old lady, I 
am thankful she has found a home with you! 
My family will be very glad to hear from her; 
you must come and take tea with us this 
evening.” 

Joshua managed ‘here to say that he was 

“acting as attorney for his aunt, and would 
like to look over the accounts of the settle- 
ment of hér estate. F 

“Certainly, certainly,” said the old gentle- 
man, urbanely. “My clerk shall render you 
ali the help you need. He is very busy now 
eopying some papers whieh I need at once, 
but to-morrow or next day he will be at your 
service.” 

So Joshua said good-morning, and wout 

_ ont of the office, thinking to himself that a 
hundred invitations to tea and polite offers 
of assistance- should not blind his eyes to 
the business he had come on. He deter- 
mined to’ walk in the direction of Mr, Frost’s 
house, as he knew it was on one of thestreets 
where Uncle Rogers had owned property. 
Perhaps he night even call at the house in 
a business way, in Aunt Priscilla’s name, 
and see if he could not get access to the old 
trunk which she to!d him she had left in 
Mr. Frost's attic, and in it some valuable pa- 
pers which would assist. him very much, 
papers which Mr. Frost did not know she 
possessed. She had left it locked, and taken 
the key, which she gave to Joshua the morn- 
ing he left home. So, with the key in his 
pocket’ and shrewd plans in his heart, he 
walked up the street to the Frost mansion. 


He hesitated 2 moment at the gate, and 
glancing at the windows, saw that a young 
lady and a gentleman were watching his 
movements. At that he went straight to the 
door, and was about to ring the bell, when 
the door opened suddenly before him, and 
there stood the young lady whom he had 
seen at the window, smiling and blushing? 

“T beg your pardon!” she said; “but our 
bell rings so loud, and mamma has such ai 
terrible headache to-day, I thought 1 would 
meet every one I could, before they rang. 
Did you want to see my father? He is at 
the office ?” 

Joshua, in some confusion before the merry 
blue eyes, explained that he wanted no one 
in particular, any one would do, he was a 
nephew of old Mrs. Rogers, and hadn’t she 
left a trunk somewhere in their attie? 

“Why, yes, to be sure, there is an old 
trank -of auntie’s up there,’ she replied, 
laughing;.“ does she want it sent to her? It 
looks as if it would tumble to pieces, but she 
always thought so much of it.” 

“1 would like to examine it. She gave me 
the key, and wanted me to bring some things 
froin it;” said Joshua, producing the key, and 
feeling rather guilty, for was he not conspir- 
ing against this peaceful household ? 

*O, well! then if you don’t mind going up 
stairs, Pl show you the way,” she said. 
“Come, Blake, we're going to make.a rfid 
on the garret, and you must be chaperon. 
Mr. Champney, Mr. Rogers—I presume? 
Now you are supposed to be acquainted, and 
can follow me up stairs.” 

So she ran ahead of them, a graceful little 
flitting figure, with sunny curls, and dressed 
in something blue and dainty, that made a 
perfect picture of her. Joshua wondered 
whether Mr. Champney, the grave young 
man by his side, were friend or lover, she had 
spoken to him so familiarly, and called bim 
Blake! : 

They reached the attic lumber-room ina - 
few moments, guided by the merry girl, who 
made believe sneeze at the dust, threw open 
the windows, invited Blake to sit down on a 
packing-box, and then called Joshua over to 
a corner where stood a very, very old dilapi- 
dated leather trunk. 

“There it is! she exclaimed; “and now 
may I watch yon open it, Mr. Rogers? For 
Talways had an idea there was something 
splendid in that trunk!” 

Joshua turned the key and eagerly lifted 
the lid. There were a few old newspapers 
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on top, and removing these he came to some 
- dingy headdresses and ribbons. 

“Tveseen auntie wear every one of them!” 
exclaimed Alice Frost, clapping her hands, 
“Once she came to breakfast with three 
headdresses on at once!” 

Here Joshua drew forth a small box, and 
the interest deepened visibly; even Blake 
Champney drawing nearer to look. It con- 
tained a miniature and some yellow letters, 
old love letters, Joshua found, not relating to 
busiuess at all, The miniature was a paint- 
ing on ivory of Uncle Rogers as a young man. 

“Looks just like you, Mr. Rogers, said 
Alice, “One would think you were his son, 
instead of only his grand-nephew!” 

Joshua continued his search, but found 
nothing more except a few old books and a 
pair of slippers. Absolutely nothing more. 
Where, then, had the precious papers gone, 
the title deeds, the proofs of property? 

. “Is that all?” cried Alice Frost, in a dis- 
appointed voice. “Why, auntie told me she 
had asplendid set of pearls in that trunk that 
she ased to wear to parties! I thought, of 
course, we should find something handsome.” 

Joshua hunted through all the folds of the 
newspapers, all the leaves of the books, but 
nothing rewarded him. He looked up at 
last diseoncerted; Alice Frost burst into a 
merry laugh. J 

“What did she send you for?” she cried; 
“ diamonds, or a hidden will, or what? Poor 
eld auntie! she was always imposing on me 
just the same way when she staid with us,” 

Joshua felt like a fool, he said afterwards, 
but recovered himself with an effort, and 
apologizing for giving so much trouble, led 
the way down stairs.‘ Would Miss Frost 
never stop smiling? And he was sure that 
fellow Blake Champney had an ironical look. 
He would not stop in the parlor, but bade 
them good-morning in the hall and burried 
off to his hotel, where he sat down and wrote 
a vengeful letter home, demanding to know 
what Aunt Priscilla meant by sending him 
tv that worthless old trunk of rubbish. 

Then he composed his ruffled feelings, 
dressed himself elaboratély, and late in the 
afternoon went to Mr. Frost’s office, and ac- 
companied him home to tea, wondering what 
Miss Alice would say, and whether that Blake 
Champney would be there. He was glad to 
find he was not. Mr. Frost introduced him 
ceremoniously to his daughter, who" bowed, 
and blushed, and smiled deranrely. 

“Pveseen your friend before, papa!” she 


said, tossing ber curls; and then she told the - 
morning’s adventure, but was merciful : 
enough to make itas little absurd as possible. 
Then she produced Uncle Rogers’s miniature. 

“Don’t his grand-nephew look just like: . 
him, papa?” she asked. : P 

Mr. Frost looked long at the miniature and | 
at Joshua, and his brows: relaxed. - Uncle. 
Rogers had been his best friend in his. youth, . 
and it touched his heart to Jook at this old 
picture of him. ia 

“Yes, yes, it is very like!” he said, softly. | 
“Young man, your uncle befriended - me 
when I was a poor boy. I have often wished . 
he had left a son to whom 1 might return - 
his kindness ! : ! 

They went out to tea, and there Joshua 
met Mrs. Frost, a lady of plain but pleasant... 
manners. Both she and her husband paid. 
him marked kindness, and inquired a great 
deal about Aunt Priscilla. She had staid.at 
their house two years in all, and though very 
little was said about it, Joshua could see 
that they thought her rather flighty. — : 

When Joshua left that evening, Mr. Frost. 
told, him to come to the office the next day, 
and all the papers concerning his uncle’s 
Property should be submitted to bis exami- 
nation.. 

Joshua went at the appointed time, and 
Searched diligently through deeds of sale, 
statements of money received, and of how it 
had been spent. Uncle Bogers’s estate was 
terribly involved at. his death, Mr. Frost ex- 
plained; to meet his wife’s extravagance he, 
had incurred vast debts, and in order to 
make a settlement his property had to be 
sold at its then low rates, so that there were 
only a few hundreds left after all the obliga-' * 
tions were met. Joshua saw only too plainly 
what a fair and well-proved statement this 
was, but to be doubly sure, he visited the 
eity clerk’s office, examined all the records of 
sales nade and deeds given, and found that 
everything corresponded exactly with Mr. 
Frost’s statement. Joshua began to feel 
ashamed and indignant that be had started” 
so readily on a fool’s errand. 2 

But two days after he got a letter from. 
father stating that Aunt Priscilla was more 
restless and anxious than ever about her 
business, and that she said she had forgotten 
to tell him that there was a false- bottom to 
the trunk, beneath which he would certainly 
find the valuable papers she hail spoken of. 

So off Joshua started again, with some re- 
newal of hig first enthusiasm, to visit “Mr. 
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Frost’s honse and see the old trunk again. 
Miss Alice, as before, was the one to receive 
him, and her merry face beamed: all over 
with smiles when she heard his errand. 

“Do let me go with you to examine it!” 
she pleaded. “TI have always so longed fora 

’ bit of romance in the way of a secret closet, 
or a lost will, or something of the sort, and 
now-perhaps poor auntie is going to gratify 
me, after all ?? 

Blake Champney was not there this time, 
so up to the attic they went alone, and again 
lifted the lid of the old trunk and removed 
the things. Then Joshua pried and pushed 
to discover some hidden spring, and at last, 
by fairly wrenching up the partition, laid 
open to view the hidden receptacle. Alice 
eagerly bent her head close by his to see 
what was there. An old yellow roll of paper, 
abroken string of gold beads, and an em- 
broidered neemle-case were all that they could 
find, : 

“This must be what she wanted!” ex- 
claimed Joshua, seizing the yellow roll of 
paper, but his face fell as he glanced it over. 
Only her marriage certificate, setting forth 
in due order the memoranda of the wedding 
of Benjamin Rogers and Priscilla Gay. 

“ Wifty-three years ago!” murmured Alice, 
softly, glancing over his shoulder. “Poor 
old soul, what a life she has had!” 

“There was nothing more, absolutely noth- 

., ing more, to be discovered in the old trunk, 
and the flattering dream of Aunt Priscilla’s 
property vanished completely away. And 
now what farther business had Joshua to 
detain him longer i in the city of P——? 

That was the question we began to ask 

. each other at home, after the final letter ar- 
rived, stating that all Aunt Priscilla’s claims 
were mere vagaries, without a shadow of 
foundation, that Mr. Frost was the very soul 
of honor, that everything was just as it should 
be, and he, Joshua, only a fool for his pains. 
Then why did not Joshua come home? 

When we told Aunt Priscilla that no pa- 
pers about property could be found in her 
tronk, even in the secret compartment, she 
showed no traces of, her former discomposnre, 
but only laughed a sly little laugh, and said 
she knew how to take.care of her own busi- 
ness, and would trast nobody at all. Nell 
and I felt so provoked we could have shaken 


her. But then she went on to talk about a 
friend of hers who would come to visit her 
soon, the brother of Queen Victoria, who 
ought to have been the king, only he ab- 
horred titles, and so had come to America to 
live incognito! When he came, she said, he 
would tell her just what to do about every- 
thing. Then Nell and I smiled at each 
other and grew pitiful, . 

One night father brought me a letter. 

“Do read it quick,” he said, “and tell me 
when the boy is coming home! This is nu 
way to succeed in business, leaving his office 
shut up fora month! J eanne never will get 
on in the world!” 

But when the letter was read we had 
something new to exclaim-about. Mr. Frost 
had been employing Joshua in some annoy- 
ing legal business, and pleased with his abil- 
ity had paid him liberally. Added to this, he 
had now suggested that he should like to 
retain Joshua in his office permanently, hav- 
ing taken a special fancy to him on our great- - 
uncle’s account. To get such a start as this 
at.one step ina city like P—— was great 
good luck for Joshua, and he wanted all bis 
books and effects sent on to him at once. - 
Now it seemed as if we had lost him for good, 
for when would he ever come back? 

“I knew old Frost would bribe him!” said 
Aunt Priscilla, knowingly. 

More and more letters came from Joshna, 
all cheerful and full of encouraging prospects, 
until at last, to crown the height of content, 
he wrote to us announcing his engagement 
to Alice Frost, and also that Mr. Frost had 
taken him into regular partnership. . 

So when Joshua came back to us at last, 
it was on his bridal trip, aud we stood at the 
gate to welcome the sunny little lady, who 
sprang out of the carriage and looked eagerly 
around, ready to love and be loved at first 
sight. 

“And here is auntie? she cried, running 
to Aunt Priscilla, and kissing her withered 
cheek. Aunt Priscilla received the salute 
graciously. : 

“You always was a pretty creature, Alice,” 
she said, “and Iam going to make you my 
heiress ?? 

So we shall have Aunt Priscilla’s property 
in the family, after all! 
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AVARON. 


BY GEORGE U. COOMER. 


“Under the lofty cloisters 
Of the abby of St. John, 
For fitty golden suinmers paced 
The good monk Avaron.” 


SoMEWIHERE, I have read a ballad with an 
opening like this, calling up a thousand vis- 
ions of the rugged old days, and of histories 
not written in books, Who was Avaron, save 
the recluse he seemed? In sooth, I know 
not, for the beautiful ballad leaves cach read- 
er to his dream, Let us subtract thirty from 
the fifty golden suunmers, and he shall have 
trod for a seore of years beneath the lofty 
cloisters—a stately monk, stich as few convent 
piles have sheltered. 

Never saw England a period of greater vio- 
lenee than succeeded the usurpation of 
Stephen. The Empress Matilda, the rightful 
heir to the crown, invaded the country from 
Germany, and for the brief season of her 
triumph the monarch was himself thrown 
into prison. Robber knights committed out- 
rages in all portions of the land. The great 
nobles became little better than brigands, and 
their castles were scenes of riot. During all 
this outward turmoil, the monk Avaron paced 
the solemn cloister, So strong of limb he 
was, and so martial of bearing, as to seem a 
warrior priest. 

Not far from the convent of St. John, dwelt 
a woodman named Robert, with whom and 
his good dame abode their daughter Maud. 
One cannot imagine anything more lovely 
than this fresh young English girl of the 
twelfth century, Let the reader picture the 
fairest creature he has ever known—some 


love of his glad young days—and then imag- 
ine her far away in the time of King Stephen, 
dwelling “ under the greenwood tree.” Maud 
Ws 4 poem, wondrous sweet, whose spirit, as 
read by the neighboring rustics, found but 
wretched translators. 

There was one, however, who felt in the 
cotter’s daughter an interest surprising to 
himself, This was the monk Avaren; and 
Maud had come to welcome his holy fout- 
steps. His benignant spirit was sure to leave 
her happier, sweeter and nobler than when 
it found her, Well may we imagine the 
ealm delight that Avaron found in this ona 
bright oasis which bound him yet to earth. 
Sad and stern enough was he in cloister, but 
in the exercise uf a kind of guardian Jove his 
spirit passed out of long frozen fountains, out 
of tempest, or whirl, or cataract, smooth and 
gentle, and deep, and with a joy unspeakable, 

That the contemplative spirit of the monk, 
wearied with the flights of learning and 
searred in the warfare of a world not yet for- 
gotten, should have found pleasure and rest 
in the exercise of a spontaneous guardian- 
ship over one so lovely, was not wonderful. 
But there was something more than this—a 
deep, paternal love for the simple and beau- 
tiful child, such as she was when he first met 
with her, for the blushing, rose-Hpped maiden, 
such as she had now become. Often the 
thought of her colored the page which the 
holy father read, till he would arise and walk 
toward the cot of the forester Robert, as if 
fearing that some great ill was about to befall , 
his gentle charge. Dear is the cost of a lov- 
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ing nature, yet who would exchange it for 
indifference? Do not its own sweets a thou- 
sand tines repay the anxiety, from which its 
worldly way is inseparable? 

But if in the midst of stormy memories, 
and of heart-burnings, which his holy vest- 
ments covered but could not smother, the 
troubled priest found peace in his grateful 
office of counsellor and guide—no less did 
beautiful Maud reap benefit from the blessed 
communion, What knew her rude compan- 
jons of the sweet conceptions of her heart? 
What knew the daughter of old Erwolf, or 
the sister of Gurth, of the Dale? 

“They are stecks and stones,” mused 
Father Avaron; “they receive nothing, they 
reflect nothing; they have no transparency 
ofsoul But my little Maud—Maud, Maud; 
what a dear, sweet name! 0, if evil should 
befall her? How clear her young fancy. Her 
soul is like St. Mary’s spring in yonder valley. 
As the sun of her lif rises higher and higher, 
she reflects all beautiful things, Nothing 
hath she Jost of all that I have breathe to 
her of the wonders of the old time—nothing 
of the deeds of warriors, of the martyrdom of 
priests. To her companions, the forest and 
the heath end all; for the stone tales no im- 
pression, I tremble for the rose that may 
fall, for the fountain that may be drank up 
by a horrible draught. O, these troublesome 
times! Yet happler the serf than the baron !” 

It was beautiful to sea the good father 
wending his way through the green wood 
upon missions of charity or gentle consolation. 
The holy cross gleamed upon his breast like 
a golden star, wonderfully in keeping with 
the benignity of his features. Yot in that 
lofty face, though checked in its worldly im- 
pwises by his high and sacred faith, dwelt a 
spirit of dauntless resolution. Often the 
bugles broke upon his ear, a8 the neighboring 
nobles spurred in the forest chase, and as 
often, remenivering the lawlessness of the 
times, he feared for lovely Maud. 

“What lady of all their castle halls,’ he 
mused, “is so fair as sho? I have armed her 
mind against artifice and dissimulation, hut 
where these may not succeed, power and 
violence mays ‘The daughtor of a forester, 
yet she hath the Norman features—O how 
like, how like to thoso that live-in my heart! 
And the name, too, the blessed name of Maud. 
It is a strange coincidence, as if. the sweet 
spirit reinenrnated, had stooped hither to 
mellow and make dear my seclusion.” 

Then tho holy father would fall to musing 


upon the past, coming insensibly to the 
troublesome times of the present—theslaugh- 
ter of the brave Ear] Arunde), and the devasta- 
tion of many abroad estate. What of the 
unknown champion, whose deeds filled all 
the country-side? Where was his abode? 
and for what especial wrong did he wreak 
vengeance on Matilda’s partisans? 

“ow Hfe repeats itself!’ cried Avaron, 
“Is it not the same story—devastation and 
murder, then a knight In dark armor, retri- 
bution and terror. It is mine own history 
yoenacted, and methinks, almost, that [ have 
tivo identities!” 

Meanwhile the life of Maud was not with- 
out its adventures, Once, in the deep forest 
which custom had made familiar, she was 
startled by a charger’s tramp, and raising her 
head, beheld a mounted knight in sable. No 
less surprised than the young girl, he checked 
his steed for a moment, but upon the appear- 
ance of old Robert, he turned slowly away, 
not, however, without a graceful gesture of 
salutation. 

When Father Avaron heard of this inci- 
dent he was somewhat anxious, but he be- 
came the more so when a week Jater, Maud, 
who had no scerets from the holy monk, told 
him of an adventure still more stirring than 
her encounter with the knight. A wolf had 
pursued her in the forest, but just as he was 
in the act of springing upon her, the arrow of 
an expertarcher laid him dead at her feet. 
Her rescuer was a blue-eyed youth, a 
stranger to all the nejghboring rustics, but 
thongh his garb was coarse, Maud could per- 
ceive that he had nothing about him of the 
servile air of a cotter, It might have been, 
Maud thought, that service in the train of 
some great nobleman hail given that mellow- 
neas to his manners which none of her rude 
acquaintances possessed. He seemed a waif 
thrown out by the stormy sea of that violent 
period. 

Again and again, as by the merest accent, 
Mand mot the bluc-eyed youth, who abode, 
a3 she learned, with a stout woodman some 
leagues. from Robert's cot. Robert himself 
was strongly prepossessed In the young 
forester’s favor, for that he could be « boon 
and brave companion was sufficiently evi- 
dent. Charming Robert by his ruder nature, 
he charmed Maud by his: gentler, The 
maiden’s soul was. all poetry, She would 
have shrunk intuitively from a villain, how- 
ever cunningly disguised; but Arthur, her 
young deliverer, was earnest:and noble in his 
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love. If he poured into the girl’s impression- 
able nature a poetry of his own, it was 
because he felt it, Lhe waterfall, and the 
birds, aud the green leaves were his helpers, 
and with these he wrote upon Maud’s heart, 
Now no more alone must she listen te brouk 
or bird; another heard for her, and she for 
him. 

The artless nature of his young charge 
soon unwittingly revealed to Father Avaron 
the true state of affairs, and the good priest 
was troubled. He had himself met with 
Arthur and been favorably impressed by his 
modest and frank demeanor. But here was 
a resolution—a venturing forth, never again 
toreturn, The thing which had been could 
never again be. It was not time or distance 
of which he thought--only change. It was 
an event which here drew a line separating a 
certain mellowness, and happiness, and beauty 
from the present and calling it a thing of the 
past, O, the misery of putting aside living 
offices of affection and calling them dead, 
Were we each morning to place in some be- 
loved hand a bright new rose, would we not 
in this connection be unconscious of any past, 
fecling only the sweet flowing present, as if 
yesterday, to-day and to-morrow were bound 
together in one? But the border of the past 
is marked by the Inst rose. Beyond it are the 
things that were. So Avaron felt when he 
thought of Maud and the new channel which 
the fountain of her heart had found. Yet he 
knew that this must be—he felt sad, that 
was all, 

With care for the woodland maiden weigh- 
ing heavily npon his heart, the priest sought 
a long interview with Arthur; and when the 
latter rose from the confessional, the good 
monk’s face expressed unusual pleasure. He 
was satisfied; a sweet peace beamed from his 
Norman eyes, and he felt that Maud’s danger 
—for he had ever entertained a presenti- 
ment of danger to her—must be looked for at 
other hands than those of her youthful lover. 
Then the two men conversed of war, and 
peace, and of political economy, and falling 
from the lips of a peasant, the martial 
sentences of Arthur world have surprised 
any save tho good monk Avaron. 

“T would that these wretched days were 
over,” cried the latter, “The nominal sway 
of Matilda is but a mockery. The nobles in 
her interest have become but brigand chiefs, 
with ne strong hand to restrain their rapacity, 
or check thelr vengeance upon supposed 
enemies, The Count of Blois was ever 


energetic as affable, and even before he 
seized upon the throne his name was a power 
in the land. I could have wished that he had 
been less ambitious, and that Matilda might 
have quietly suceceded her father; but since 
both church and state have acquiesced in the 
advancement of Steplien; siuce the crown at 
his demise can easily be returned to the 
hereditary line; sinee we behold the disorders 
which his brief imprisonment has already 
brought upon the land, and since no other 
hand can readjust the confused elements of 
society, I long for his return to power.” 

“But how, holy father,” said Arthur, “is 
this to be accomplished? The walls of 
Arundel Castile, where he lies in durance, are 
defended by the flower of Moatilda’s forces, 
The-single black steed and his rider,” he 
added, with a deprecating smile, “would 
hardly be equa) to such an enterprise.” 

“True,” replied Avaron, “I feel that the 
condition of affkirs is almost hopeless. 
Robert Earl of Gloucester is the sout of his 
party, and Matilda’s enemies cannot make 
head against her while that nobleman exer- 
cises his present authority. Without him, 
her presence wonld become intolerable even 
to her own partisans, for she is weak, im- 
perious and cruel.” 

“And what the king is to ourselves,” said 
young Arthur, taking up the monk's idea, 
“such the Earl of Gloucester is to Matilda 
and her followers, I have it, holy father; 
without Gloucester, the hands of our enemies 
fail; with King Stephen at liberty, assured 
triumph is ours, So simple a proposition 
solves the problem of our affairs, But the 
proposition itself, how shall it be realized ?” 

“1 know not,” said Avaron, “but thou art 
young, and mayest yet see the dawn of 
brighter days. Would that I might have 
taken myself wholly within the cloister; that 
Thad no anxieties beyond; but the weal of 
the human race is still dear to me, even the 
mere earthly weal Should the fame of 
Man's beauty once reach the lawless gentry 
—should any ill befall her—O my son!” 

“But she has a guardian that she dreams 
not of,” replied Arthur; “and besides, holy 
father, at the first whisper of danger, as I 
have heard thee say, she must take sanctuary 
in the abbey.” 

Maud’s danger was greater than they 
imagined, Ter fame had indeed gone abroad; 
a young, rollicking esquire had stared rudely 
at her as she passed under his gaze at tlic 
cottage door; another had met her in 
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company with the holy father; and even the 
fierce baron, Sir Ralph de Montmorencie, had 
drank to the forester’s daughter. 

It was not long subsequent to his interview 
with Arthur, that Avarult was surprised by 
the arrival at the abbey in the darkness of 
evening, of Maud aud her parents, escorted 
by several horsemen, among whom a knight 
in black armor was the most conspicuous 
figure. A band of lawless retainers of the 
train of Montmorencie had attempted to ab- 
duet the young girl from the cottage, and 
were jast placing Maud forcibly upon a 
palfrey, when a small band headed by the 
knight in sable, charged them with irresistible 
fary. 

“Y had received intimation of the enter- 
prise,” remarked the dark warrior, apart to 
Avaron, “but had nearly been too late.” 

“Thanks, O thanks to the Virgin for het 
blessed interposition!" cried the good monk. 

“And now,” said the sable knight, “1 will 
leave Maud in the keeping of the holy sanc- 
tuary. have a mission which brooks litte 
delay. Tell her that thou hast met with 
Arthur the woodman; that his heart is with 
her, Dut that business Involving her hopes 
and his has for the moment called him toa 
distance. Adieu, holy father, till we meet 
again!” 

A night and a day passed, and then Sir 
Ralph de Montmorencie attacked the abbey 
with his fiarce retainers. It wasa monstrous 
aud sacrilegious act, but one to which there 
vould be no successfih Tesistance. In the 
confusion of the assault, Father Avaron led 
Maad and her parents from a secret postern, 
and they fled through the darkness, finding 
shelter in a wild covert of the green wood, 

There was almost a fierceness in the air of 
the monk, His stalwart figure seemed taller; 
byoader-shouldered, and more warrior-like 
thai ever before; and how bitterly, how 
vehemently he spoke. But after the first 
ebullition, as Maud cowered close beside him 
in the sylvan dell, he seemed recalled to his 
extner self! 

*My child, my blessed child!” he said, 
“they cannot harm thee—surely there must 
be a way opened for thy deliverance. Iknow 
not why, bat even in this terrible moment, £ 
feel a presentiment of approaching good to 
thee and to all of us, This wretch who has 
invaded the sanctuary is the son of one who 
was himself guilty of monstrous crimes. 
Thon hast hot been the first to suffer from 
the villanous race of Montmorencie.” 


The gray dawn had begun to Hght the 
faces of the concealed fugitives, and the 
forester looked inquiniugly and almost with 
alarm towards the holy father as he spoke. 

“Years ago, good Robert,” continued the 
friar, “the elder Sir Ralph wooed a maiden 
who rejected his suit, She was highborn as 
beautiful, and many a proud baron knelt at 
her shrine. The lady's choice, however, fell 
upon a nobleman whose decds in arms had 
already won him the favor of both King and 
people, They were wedded. A twelvemonth 
passed, when an uprising of the great barons 
ealled the happy bridegroom forth in the 
service of the king. In his absence, his castle 
was attacked by Montumoreneie, but the Lady 
Mand, such was the name of his beloved, fled 
to the forest, as a second Maud has this night 
done, and for tue Moment esenped his hand, 

“On the subsequent day, however, Sir 
Ralph de Montmorencie, Sir Geottregy de 
Bohun and Sir Hugh de Grantmesnel scoured 
the greenwood in purseit. It was arranged 
that the beautiful fugitive should be the prize 
of him who might first secure her. This 
brutal agreement they deemed a most excel- 
Jent jest. AL tength they espied the lady 
fleeing at their advance. Her flight lay to- 
wards a clift overhanging 4 rapid torrent, and 
inaccessible to horsemen. 

“Mine, mine is the Lady Mand! eried 
Montmoreneie, flinging himself from his 
charger and leaping up the cliff. ‘Mine, Sir 
Hugh, not thine? 

“ Unrdly had he spoken, when stumbling 
in the rnggel way, he fell with a force which 
forbade all further progress. 

“The gigantic baron, Sir ugh Grant- 
mesnel, sprang furiously pasthim. The Lady 
Maud had reached the summit of the cliff, 
and was prepared for a leap below, The 
paron stretehed his hands to grasp her—but 
in (he forest Chere crouched an unseen figure, 
Stooping on one knee, a stout woodman drew 
his bow, the cloth yard arrow sped; and 
Grautmesnel, throwing his arms aloft, fell 
stark dead upon the rock! 

“JTeaven’s blessing upon the head of him 
who would have saved the Lady Maud! 
Vain, alas! was the aet, as it was daring, for 
at that very mament she leaped from the 
eliff. The retainers of the slain nobleman 
caught a moment's glimpse of her floating 
garments as the swift torrent whirled her 
away. In vain they pursued the woodman;. 
he vanished in the forest; and the story of 
this terrible scene was left to be related by 
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the vassals who witnessed {t. None ever 
heard of the woodman more, nor of the hap- 
less Maud. Q, how like to thee, my daughter, 
how like to thee! he added, turning to the 
forester's child, 

“And didst thou know her, holy father?” 
asked Maud. 

Robert the forester dropped upon his knees 
at the feet of the monk. 

“Holy father,” he eried, “I fear that I haye 

dene a deadly sin in thus far witrholding 
fram thee a confession loug since due, I 
myself am the woodman whose arrow was 
met with.the blood of Grautmesnel, But I 
have more to say. Returning to the scene of 
the catastrophe, when the ferocious enemy 
had departed, [ discovered that the lady had 
been miraculously preserved from instant 
death. The swift current had swept her be- 
neath a rock, hiding her from the view of 
those upon the clif. Sull able to walk, she 
accompanied me to my cabin where my good 
dame attended to her needs; but a week later, 
upon the birth of her sweet little girl, the 
beautiful lady died. Meanwhile I became 
aware that Grantmesnel’s retainers suspected 
me of having slain Sir Tiugh, and to escapo 
thuir vengeance I removed to a distance, 
+ “The child became the idol of our house- 
holt; and not even to thee, when long after- 
wards I first saw thy blessed face, did I make 
confession of tho trath, lest in some manner 
the angel should be taken from our hearth 
and bestowed among the great. What be- 
came of her father, in those turbulent days, E 
could never learn, further than that he in 
some way fell under the displeasure of the 
king and was imprisoned at the very time of 
the catastrophe; but as to Sir Geoffrey de 
Bohan and Sir Ralph de Montmorencic, they 
were both struck dawn and cloven from crown 
to chin, by a knight whom no man kyew.” 

“My child, my blessed child? cried 
Avaron, “Thus the whispers of nature have 
been true through all these years! Myself 
was the Lord of Oakland, The machinations 
of Montmorencie made the king my enemy, 
and I was imprisoned. I pierced the dungeon 
wall to reach those who had destroyed my 
fame and desolated my hearth; and, ven- 
Geance once appeased, I songht the cloister. 
Beautiful, marvelously beautiful, even in our 
days of trouble, are the dispensations of 
Heaven, Thou, sweet Maud, didst spring up 
as a flower almost by the portal of my cell, 
But hark! It cannot be that our enemies in 
pursuit would sound the bugle!” : 


Avaron started to his fect, and as he did so, 
the sound of trampling horses Cram two op 
posite directions smote his ear. The beams 
of the rising sun, lighting a narrow glade, 
flashed upon the amnor of two opposing 
squadrons. 

“What have we here?” cried the monk. 
“The sable knight, as I live! and opposed 
stands the son of him I slew.” 

“ Montmorencie! Montmorencie!? “Arun. 
del! Arundel!” and the two stalwart noble- 
men with their heavy armed squadrons, 
thundered to the shock. In a moment all 
was Over, 

“The blessed saints be praised !” exclaimed 
Avaron. “Thou art save, my child, and 
thine enemy is gone to his account! His 
retainers are flecing in terror!” 

The fugitives stepped forth to view, nor 
need I describe the greetings that passed, 

“Arthur, Earl of Arundel,” said Avavon, 
“let me present thee to the Lady Maud, 
daughter of Ethelwald, Earl of Oakland.” 

Lord Arundel dashed the helmet from his 
head. 

“Mine own Maud,” he cried, “dost thou 
recognize Arthur the woodman in this 
cumbrous garb of steel 2” 

There was no mistaking the deep blue eyes 
and sunny clustering locks, and Maud threw 
herself into the mailed arms of her lover. 

“Thus,” cried Arundel, “have I averiged 
the slaughter of my father and the desolation 
of his estate. The Montmorencies are vile 
from root to branch, and he who would have 
ruined thy hopes and mine, heired but the 
basenesss of him who defamed the brave Earl 
of Oakland, my father's friend, and made 
desolate his hearthstone by the murder of his 
young bride.” 

Inu the vehemence of her feelings Mand 
would have spoken of the revelation so lately 
given, but a gesture from Avaron restrained 
her, Not here—not before those rude 
warriors, would he be aught but the holy 
father. 

“ My bands are strong,” said the Lord of 
Arundel, “I have possessed myself of the 
abbey and dispersed many of my men through 
the forest, in quest of both friends and 
enemies. For weeks 1 have been mustering 
forces for a secret enterprise from which I 
but this morn returned to find you in such 
imminent peril, At the monastery, holy 
father, thou wilt find Robert, Earl of 
Gloncester, whom I eaptured as ho rode in 
the chase.” 
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“Phen,” replied Avaron, “assured triumph 
is ours, for the earl’s ransom must be found 
only in the person of King Stephen.” 

And thus it was; Matilda’s party, struck 
with consternation at the captivity of its 
champion, at once offered the king in ex- 
change, Under the able head of Stephen, 
his oppressed partisans rallied, a compromise 
was effected, whereby the son of Matilda was 
designated as the king's successor upon the 
latter's demise, and the imperious princess 
retired from the land. 

Arundel and beautiful Maud, in ‘the 
presence of King Stephen, were linked by 
Avaron in the holy bonds; and not till the 


ene 


rite was over did the king or his great baron 
Jearn the worldly name of hin who wore 
those sacred robes, 

Days of peace suecceded, and blessed were 
the visits of the holy father to Arundel 
Castle. Years later, his declining hours were 
soothed by the ministrations of the gentle 
Maud; and when he had departed, the 
Drotherhood of the monastery wondered what 
had been his human record, 


“The holy fathers knew not, 
But they buried Avaron 
Under the lofty cloisters 
Of the abbey of St, John.” 
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Sea 
“AVE SANCTISSIMA.” 


BY BLANOHE SHAW. 


' Sunser in Naples; but all unmindful of 
the golden shadows and the dimpling waves, 
Carlotta and Angelo lengthened out the sad 
sweet hour of parting. Carlotta’s pretty cyes 
were red with weeping, and though Angelo’s 
check was bearded, and his shoulders broad, 
the mists would gather over his eyes, too, and 
when he turned his head so quickly, it was to 
dash away the tear he could not check; for 
when another sun should set, would he nob 
be on the false sea, speeding far away from 
sunny Italy and all the dear ones that she 
held? But from the far-off land to which he 
sailed the hand of fortune beckoned to him, 
There he would win wealth, aud after a few 
years of paticnt labor sail joyfully home, 
Then he would take Carlotta to a vineclad 
cottage, and in their life of joy they would 
forget. the dark hours of the past. So he 
strove to reassure the weeping girl, and, kiss- 
ing away her tears, tried to make her see the 
light, that now burned but dimly even for 
him. But poor Carlotta’s tears fell the faster, 
and she said: 

SAugeto, my life, my love, my heart will 
preak witout you, How ean I feel the warm 
light of the sun, and know that you are wn- 
der cold skies! to see the orange bloom, and 
know there are no flowers for you! Ab, I 


shall hate our laughing bay, because its cruel ~ 
waters bore you from me.” 

“ Nay, nay, Carlotta, dear one. Be bravel 
Think of what is behind the clopd, and the 
bright light will shine through. What mat- 
ters it, if Jand and seas do lie between us? 
Love laughs at distances as it does at locks; 
and my heart will beat with yours in the new 
world as truly as it docs now. Hark!” 

The vespor bell tolled slowly, and over the 
water sweet and clear floated the sailor's 
evening hymn: 


“ Ave Sanctissima, wo lift our souls to thee, 
Ora pro nobis, ’tis nightfall on the sea, 
Watch us while shadows lic 
Far o'er the waters spread, : 
Hear the heart’s lonely sigh, 

Thine, too, hath bled, 

Thon, that hast looked on death, 

Aid us when death i3 near! 

Whisper of heaven to faith, 

Sweet Mother, sweet Mother, heart! 

Ora pro nobis, the wave must rock our sleep, 
Ora, Mater, ora, Star of tho deep.” 


The lovers clasped each other’s hands and 
lstened tiN the last note mingled with the 
splashing wave, and then Carlotta said: 

“Ah,-Angelo, to-morrow I shall hear that 
hymn alone, and you—where will you be?” 
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“With you in spirit, Carlotta; let us make 
aspirit tryst. Every eve at vesper time, on 
land or on sea, in joy, or in sorrow, I will sing 
that vesper hymn; you promise me to do the 
same, and in spite of land and sea our hearts 
will go forth in the music and hold commu- 
nion until we meet again. I swear it; will 
you do so?” 

Carlotta raised the little crucifix at her 
girdle, and pressed it to her lips. 

“T swear it.” 

Angelo kissed it, too; the shadows dcep- 
ened, and with a Jong last embrace they part- 
ed. Carlotta stole to her little white bed to 
weep herself to sleep, and Angelo walked the 
deck of the ship that was to bear him to the 
Jand of gold. Bravely sped the good stout 
ship, an soon he stood on the shore of the 
strange lund, cager to begin the battle with 
fate. + 

Ile was young and bravo, and his arm nev- 
ershrank before a task. Ie worked cheer- 
fully and faithfully, and fortune smiled upon 
him. Te hoarded every cent with a miser’s 
eare, for each one brought him nearer Car- 
lotta; and every evening, among his fellow- 
workmen, or by himself, he kept the spivit 
tryst, and he sang “Ave Sanctissima.” 

A year rolled by; Angelo’s hoard grew rap- 
idly, and he told himself, “Another year, and 
then home again!” Ie wrote to Carlotta 
thus: ‘ 

“Courage, my life!’ But one short year, 
and then the cruel trial will be over!’ 

Carlotta read the words by the sparkling 
water, kissing them many times; and when 
the vesper bell tolled she sent her song over 
the waves to meet her lover's, 

The year was almost over, and Angelo 
counted by weeks the time that must clapse 
before he should sail. for home. How his 
warm southern blood glowed and his heart 
bounded! His happy song kept time all day 
long with his hammer’s click; and when at 
evening he poured out his joy in the tryst 
song, he could almost hear it meet and min- 
gle with the notes that rose so many miles 
away, 

“The darkest hour is just before the day ;” 
and often, too, the sun shines brightest when 
low in the horizon the blackest clouds aro 
piling; then suddenly the mufited thunder 
rolls, and in an instant inky blackness hides 
heaven's true blue from the strained and ach- 
ing sight. So the storm burst over Angelo. 
His employer failed, and with his own for- 
tune was swept away Angelo’s little wealth; 


the day on which he was, to have sailed for 
home found him penniless, hungry, and with- 
out work, All day long he went from place 
to place to find work, but in vain. It wasin 
those terrible war days, when bread was dear, 
and “flesh and blood so cheap;” and evening 
found him still hungry and hopeless, He 
walked to the river, and looked down into its 
murky waters, so different from the sparkling 
blue of his native bay, and the thought came, 
why not end his cares beneath those gloomy 
waves? ‘They looked sullen and hopeless as 
his own heart, and they might with the sym- 
pathy of woe rock him tenderly, and waila 
requiem over him, Jt was better than dying 
of hunger in the street, with life and happt- 
ness passing in mockery before him. Yes, it 
was the best, and true to the last to his faith, 
he crossed his brow and muttered a prayer, 
then closed his cyes for the fatal leap, when 
soft and silvery over the black tide floated 


“ Ave Sanctissima, we lift our souls to thee,” 


With clasped hands and hushed breath he 
listened till the sound died away; then he 
fell on his knees, and while the hot tears 
rained down his cheek, he sang his answer, 

That night Angelo slept in a coalbox, and 
the next day he put on the blue uniform of 
the Union, and marched away to the “front.” 

And Carlotta, what of her! Her sky was 
yet serene. With a light heart she worked 
among the purple-laden vines, and saved her 
earnings to buy bright ribbons for her long 
black braids when Angelo should come home, 
The bay looked bluer, and the water rippled 
cooler at her fect as she lingered to catch 
the echo to her song, which she loved to tell 
herself was Angelo’s voice replying. ‘The 
days rolled on, and the ship sailed proudly in 
the bay, but alas! she brought no Angelo; 
and with a sigh and tear Carlotta laid her 
ribbons by, and began the weary task of pa- 
tience. Waiting, waiting—ever, ever waiting! 
To have the sun go down upon a breast 
whose tortured heart can seem to bear no 
more, but learns, when gray dawn drives 
away the blessed hours of sleep, it still must 
battle on and bleed! Ah me! ahme! How 
deeply dyed with sweat and tears are even 
the brightest threads we draw from out the 
tangled skein of life. Time passed by, and 
still Carlotta waited. The golden autumn 
faded, and the mighty breath of coming 
winter wafted her voice back from the water 
like an elfin dirge; and still Angelo came not, 
Winter bowed his hoary head and died, and 
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when the spring flowers were born Carlotta’s 
only parent slept beneath them. ‘Then, sad 
but brave, she took her little fortune in her 
hand and went over the water to seck her 
lover, She arrived in the city that he had 
gone to first, and began her search. She 

* found his old employer, but he knew nothing 
about him. The wheel had again turned 
him a golden number, aud, to his credit, he 
offered to give Carlotta all the money that 
was due Angelo, but she refused it. 

“No,” said she, “keep it. If he lives I 
shall find him, and we will come back for it 
together. If he isto more—Iloly Mother! 
That gold is the price of his life; I cannot 
touch it.” And she went away. 

Poor Carlotta! her heart almost failed her 
now. Alone in a strange land and strange 
words sounding in her ears. But she must 
not falter, and with hands meckly folded on 
her breast, she knelt before her crucifix and 
prayed for strength and courage. For many 
weary days she walked the crowded streets 
of the city, looking anxiously among the 
throng for the beloved face, and many a care- 
less passer paused to look baek at the sweet 
pale countenance and sad wistful eyes that 
had gazed so earnestly into his, Weary grew 
the poor girl’s feet, and her strength wasted 
away, but still she kept up her pilgrimage. 
If he were in the city she must some day 
meet him, and she dragged her achlug feet 
along till one evening she crawled to her 
room, worn and faint, and when the last note 
of the hymn died away sank swooning to the 
floor. They went to her, iaid her upon her 
bed, and sent fora physician. But Carlotta’s 
purse was soon empty, and then what re- 
mained for the penniless stranger but the hos- 
pital? There she would have been sent, bad 
not the doctor's heart been touched by her 
youth and helplessness. Ile told her case to 
an institution of her church, and they sent 
their Sisters of Mercy and took her away to 
nurse her carefully until health returned. 
She told her benefactors her story, and they 
mingled thelr tears with hers, as they bade 
her stay with them and trust all her care to 
God. Carlotta’s worn and weary heart was 
soothed by the holy love and peace that 
reigned around her. She blessed them for 
their kindness, and when her strength re- 
turned, joined them in their works of mercy. 

Six months passed with the sisters, Hopo 
of ever seving Angelo began to fade, and she 
resolved that, should another year pass and 
bring no news of him, she would take the 
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vows of the order, and devote her life to 
Heaven, : 

Another six months rolled by, and then the 
superior received a letter froma sister, asking 
nurses for the army hospitals. A band of 
noble women at once responded to the eall, 
and Carlotta begged to be one of the number, 
Ifer request was granted, and she was soon 
ministering to those noble suffering men, 
soothing with her gentle touch and voice 
many dark hours of anguish. Sho, still kept 
her spirit tryst, aud she was called through. 
outthe hospital, the “Sad-eyed Nightingale,” 
while the sick men blessed her as an angel 
from heaven. 

At length there was a fearful battle. Car. 
lotta’s heart grew cold a3 she saw the many 
gled bloody forms borne in and laid upon the 
little cots, and heard the groans of agony; but 
she sternly forced the trembling back, and 
gave every thought and care to the'sufterers, 
Many a war-marked hero will now softly 
breathe a blessing on the dark-eyed sister 
who held the cooling cup to his lips in that 
hour of agony. 

The sun went down upon the fearful field. 
The battle was over, and the long hall full of 
bloody ghastly forms. Far away, at the low- 
er end of the hall, lay aman whose jetty hair 
and swarthy complexion proclaimed his 
southern birth, A ball had struek his shoul- 
der, and the arm lay shattered by his side. 
His eyes were closed, and but for the occas+ 
sional groan that broke from his pale lips, 
one would have thought that death had end- 
ed his sufferings. 

A surgeon approached and looked at him. 

“Bad wound,” said he, to his attendant, 
“ Losg a great deal of blood ; searcely strength 
for an amputation.” 

He put his fingers on his pulse, and then 
said, in a sharp tone: 

“Tsay! look here!” But the man did not 
open his eyes. “ Fainted! I fear itis too late 
to help him, but DH try.” 

He bent over him to remove the bloody 
coat, but his hand stopped mid-air, for the 
eyes of the soldler suddenly opened, and he 
stretched out his uninjured arm, while float- 
ing through the long hall came the plaintive 
melody: 


“ Ave Sanctissima, we lift our souls to thee, 
Ora pro nobis, ’tis twilight on the sea.” 


A light sparkled In the soldier's dim eyes, ° 
his pale check flushed, and he tried to rise up 
from his pillow. He was too weak, but he 
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still held out his arm till the last note died 
away; then ft fell heavily to his side, his 
paler Jips parted, and faintly but clearly he 
chanted back the strain. When the last 
word left his Ips, his fainting head lay on 
Carlotta’s breast. 

Once more the setting sun is scattering 
drifts of golden light over Naples Bay, and 
in alittle vineclad cottage Carlotta spreads 
her husband’s evening meal, aud when all fs 
ready stands in the doorway to watch for his 
return, Ina few minutes he appears; aud 
but for the empty sleeve that hangs by his 
site, one would think the stormy past a 
dream. Carlotta runs to meet him, takes the 
basket from him that hung on his arm, and 
talking merrily they reach the cottage. Deep 
and solemn through the twilight stillness tolls 


, 


the vosper bell, They pause upon the thresh- 
old, and stand. with low-bowed heads until 
the echoes die away; then they clasp each 
other’s hands,and from their happy thankful 
hearts bursts forth: 


© Avo Sanclissima, we lift our souls to thao, 
Ora pro nobis, ’tis nightfall on the sca, 
Watch us while shadows lie 
Far o’er the waters spread, 
Hear the heart's lonely sigh, 
Thine, too, hath bled. 
Thou, that hast looked on death, 
Aid us when death is near, 
Whisper of heaven to faith, 
Sweet Mother, sweet Mother, hear! 
Ora pro nobis, the wave must rock ourslcop, * 
Ora, Mater, ora, Star of the deep,” 


et 
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BACK TO MY OWN. 


BY FENNO AYES, 


One doesn’t often come to suicide all at 
onee, except in love affairs, I think. ‘The idea 
had dogged and haunted me for three months, 
First, it was a thought whose entrance into 
my heart shocked me, and was shown out in 
high haste, Then, material objects began to 
haunt and tempt me. I got afraid of my 
miedicine case—there were certain little 
bottles there took on a strange fascination. 
Sometimes the gleam of a knife in a shop 
window would give me a turn—there’s a 
short cut to death,” I'd think. Get on, get 
on, for the love of Heaven—Launcelot 
Launce! Then the times grew harder, and 
I never crossed a bridge but something 
whispered, “drowning is an easy death to 
dic. A little plunge, and allis over”? Set 
your foot quick on the firm shore, Launcelot 
Launee, or never on the firm shore shall you 
set your foot again! 

Well, I wrestled with and fought it for 
awhile, thon I dallicd with it and then I 
hugged it, and here I was, @ man, able-bodied 
and all that, and about to kill myself because 
I couldn't get bread to put inmy mouth, You 
despise me? So should I in your place. But 
disappointment, and hunger, and cold take a 
man’s courage so surely, given day after day 
only these, that before he knows it {t's all 
gone, and then “facilis descensus Averni,? 
whether one chooses to take the cross cut 
direct, or the long way round throngh villany 
and erime. 

I suppose hunger made me a little light- 
headed. At any rate, the strongest fecling I 
had, as I sat over my last stick of wood, with 
iny pistol in my hand, was that {t really was 
& Most stupendous joke that I should be 
freezing and starving, and about to take my 
own life. The idea of dining off Sevres and 
silver one New Year's day, and committing 
suicide the next for want of a crust! To be 
sure neither Sevres nor silver was my own, 
but I had been laboring uuder tho mistake of 


supposing them to be so all my days, so the 
effect was the same, 

Thad 8 strange feeling at the moment of 
being, not one, but three—the me of olden 
time, the me of latter days, and the me con- 
templating these two former personnels, as 
one night a couple of his own photographs. 

You were a gay, debonair sort of fellow,” 
I satd, turning to one of these, “and a merry 
dance you made of life, and if I were to in- 
troduce you to this,” turning to the other, 
“it would be somewhat after this fashion— 
self to self’s ghost |” 

In that hour, which one would naturally 
lhave supposed to be a solemn one, I was 
rather possessed of a feeling of strange bizarre 
lightness, and I laughed aloud at my pleasant 
fancy, while I examined my pistol with a 
touch almost caressing. 

At this moment a most remarkable thing 
happened—a most uncommon and unusual 
thing. My office bell rang. 

I had waited so long in vain for this sama 
event to oceur that I had haifa mind to treat 
it disdainfully, at this eleventh hour, But, 
after all, when one plays at balance, with lifa 
and death, each should have a fair field and 
no favor, so I laid my pistol by, with a 
whispered “wait!” and answered the sum- 
mons. 

I recognized the porter of the Darley House 
as L opened the door. 

“Yees wanted at the hoose,” he said, in his 
broad Irish brogue, “there’s a grand leddy 
sick there, an’ sint for yees,” 

“Very well, Tim,” I answered, as non 
chalantly as if “grand leddies” were in tho 
habit of sending for Doctor Launce at alt 
hours, “I'll be along direetly.” 

As 1 stepped back into my room for my 
overcoat the pistol shining on the shelf seem- 
ed somehow a very different thing from what 
it had a few minutes before, I even was con- 
scious of a little shudder as I glanced that 
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way, and as I walked along over the crisp 
snow the keen, bracing air seemed to rouse 
and waken me as if from a nightmare. 

But if L had any visions of achieving a pro- 
fessional reputation from the difficulty of this 
providential case of mine, they were dis- 
sipated at once as I entered one of the 
parlors of the Darley House and saw before 
me my patient. Neyer was the seal of per- 
fect health more plainly set on lip und cheek, 
or displayed in the fall flowing of a woman’s 
figure than In hers who awaited me, half re- 
clined in a deep, luxurious armchair. 

Doubtless my face betrayed my astonish- 
ment, for, dismissing the servant on some 
trifling errand, she said, the roses deepening 
jn her cheeks, and a shade of etnbarrassment 
perceptible in her voice, despite her assured 
coolness: 

"You are right, Doctor Launce. Iam no 
more sick than you are. And yet, for reasons 
that I cannot explain, but which Lassure you 
are not in the slightest degree reprehensible, 
Lwish to appear so. If you will only treat 
me as nearly as is possible as you would if I 
were afllicted with violent pneumonia, I will 
be so very, very much obliged.” 

The large, soft, brown eyes looked pleading- 
ly full into mine, and the rich, liquid voice 
was full of entreaty. as she proffered this 
singular request. 

T hesitated a little, more from astonishment 
than anything else, 

. “IT pledge you my word you shall never 
regret it,” she said, “nor 1,” she added, a 
little proudly. 

Just then the servant reentered. A well- 
simulated expression of pain crossed her fair 
face, and she put her hand quickly to her side. 

There was no time for further cousidera- 
tion; I accepted the situation. 

©The pain is almost constant now, is it 
not?” Tsaid, gravely. ‘Then seating myself 
at the table, and remarking that I quite fre- 
quently put up my own. prescriptions, I pre- 
pared a potion, supposed to be very powerful, 
but, of course, perfectly simple and harmless, 

A little gteain of pleasure in her eye did 
not escape me, nor a slight twinkle of mefri- 
ment, either, as I ordered mustard applica- 
tions in liberal quantities. 

“1 hope she will have the thought to insist 
on applying them herself,” I said inwardly; 
“there Is no need of her martyrizing herself 
to a too great extent.” 

* Well, what with servants running for hat 
water and mustard plasters, and my gravity 


and Miss Farnsworth’s (so she introduced 
herself) little, repressed exclamations of pain, 
we succeeded.in getting up quite a commo- 
tion in the Darley House. It seemed the 
stylish young lady, who had arrived only that 
afternoon with a goodly number of trunks, 
had excited considerable attention and spec- 
ulation, and the news of her sudden and 
violent attack of illness was received with 
corresponding interest and solicitude, 

At length, Miss Farnsworth professed her- 
self somewhat relieved and I took my leave, 
promising to call on the following morning, 
unless the case should demand my presence 
before that time, “ which I do not now antici- 
pate,” I said, with professional caution. 

“ Whatever may be the cause of the young 
lady’s conduet,” I said to myself, as Ireenter- 
ed my room, “her little comedy has spoiled 
my tragedy,” and I took down my pistol and 
removed the charge. I was a different being 
from that of three hours before. Death 
seemed now as foreign a thing in my mind as 
life had before appeared—so different a color- 
ing had a single gleam of hope given things. 

For long, monotoneus months I had been 
waiting, waiting, for that which never caine, 
my pocket growing lighter’ and my heart 
heavier every day, the current always setting 
one way, not a straw giving a backward 
ripple to the downward tide. 

An orphan, almost from my birth, at an 
age before my recollection my grandfather, 4 
man of large property, had died intestate, and 
to me, as the lineal heir, the property had 
fallen, ‘And in the belief that this property 
was mine I lad grown up to manhood, a gay, 
light-hearted, impulsive fellow, who had 
never seen aught of life but the bright, easy 
side. The only touch of the practical there 
was about me was a passion for the study of 
medicine, and this I had pursued to a really 
considerable extent, for the mere love of it. 

One day as I was rummaging among some 
old papers in the library I bappened to pull 
out, from a corner where it had lain undis- 
turbed for many a year, a paper, yellow and 
worn with age. I unfolded it with idle 
curiosity, 

There at the end was the signature, firm 
and bold, of my grandfather, and above it my 
eyes read the words that made my brain spin 
like a top, for it was the last will and testa- 
ment of William Launce, and it gave and be- 
queathed all his property, not to me, but to 
Alicia Orton, 9 person whose very name and 
existence were hitherto unknown to me. 
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The shock was 8 severe one in every way, 
but, most of all, my pride was touched. I had 
lived on what was not mine all my days. 
Could Llive another hour without giving up 
this property to its rightful owner? I was 
young and impulsive, with a full share of that 
pride which had always been a leading trait 
of the Launces, and 1 thought less of what a 
mighty change this involved for me than of 
dispossessing myself of that which was never 
mine, 

But who and where was this Alicia Orton? 
Who would know? Grandfather's lawyer 
was dead—the witnesses were dead. “Bah!” 
I said, impatiently, “everybody is dead. No, 
wait, there is old Aunt Rhoda. She may 
know.” And locking the will carefully in the 
drawer. where I had found it, I went inseareh 
of this individual. 

I found her knitting, smoking and working 
with equal vigor, in the full enjoyment of nn- 
disturbed possession of that rather chaotic 
region, her own rovm, 

Atsight of me a smile of delight spread 
over her broad, dusky face, whose color was 
finely set off by the snowy whiteness of her 
kinky hair. 

Well, bress de Lord,” she said, joyously, 
“ef here aint my boy, a comin’ to sce me in 
my own room, de room he gil me all for my- 
self! Set down, chile. Wall, thar, I ’clare for 
it, de chairs Is pooty much occipied. Tis 
mazin’ how things does get heaped up with 
me clarin’ up all the time. Yis, honey, jist 
turn dem tings right ont on de floor, Dey 
aint much count—Jjist a few stockings an sich 

“I was gwine to cut over for Nancy’s chilen.” 

“Aunt Rhoda,” I said, as soon as I could 
get in a word, “do you know, or did you ever 
know, a person by the name of Alicia 
Orton?” 

“Lordy massy, yes! Well, no, not éencily, 
cider, but I knowd *bout de moder of her, she 
that was Margaret Reeves an’ married a 
Orton, but orter married your grandfader, aw’ 
I'l say dat ef Lam talkin’ to you. But, dar, 
de Lord knows you aint noways to blame, so 
don’t yer trouble, honey,” she said, with the 
rambling garrulity of age. 

“Ought to have married my grandfather? 
Why?” TI said, trying to bring her back to 
that head of her discourso, 

“Why? Hadn'ts man orter marry a gal 
when he hangs round her a year or two, au’ 
gets her so she aint no eyes nor nothin’ for 
hobedy bat him? His folks beat him ont of 
it, yer seo. Nobody nebber was good enough 


for de Launces dem days. But he 'pented on 
it! pend on dat. He nebber took no coinfort 
wid de woman he married, an’ nebber was 
like hisself arterwards, But yer aint noways 
to blame ’bout it, ef she was yer grandmoder, 
honey” 

Poor old Aunt Rhoda! She had always a 
soft place in her heart for “ her boy,” as she 
always called me, big and little. 

I began to see through this matter, My 
grandfather had willed his property to the 
child of his old sweetheart, as an atonement. 
There was something of spite mlngted with 
this more Christian spirit, I thought after- 
wards, when Aunt Rhoda explained his cruel 
and complete ignoring of mo by informing 
me that he never manifested the slightest 
fatherly feeling for his own son, my father 
seeming only to regard him asthe child of the 
wife he hated. 

“Do you know where this Alicia Orton is 
now ?” I said, again, 

“Wall, no! yis! praps I do. *Pears now I 
heard Nancy say somethin’ bout a Miss Orton 
that was teachin’ music to Miss Price’s chilen, 
when she was down to Fairbanks on a visit. 
Nancy,” she said, clevating her voice to a 
high key, “what was that music teachin’ 
Orton’s fust name?” 

And from some invisible quarter came back 
the fateful reply: 

“Alicial? —* 

Aunt Rhoda,” I said, “ this place, and all 
that I have so long thought was mine, is this 
Alicia Orton’s, 1 have discovered to-day that 
grandfather Jeft n will, and by that will every 
dollar of his property is given to her.” 

The good old ecreature’s aged eyes filled 
with tears, and she rocked hersetf to and fro 
in a state of great dismay and sympathy. 

“Don't yer nebber say nothin’ "bout it, 
honey, nebber! He hadn't no right to will 
his property ’way from his own blood, dat 
way. I iiebber sce sich a topsy-turvy world 
as thisis. I’clare for it I’m glad I’m most 
down to Jordan’s shore. Dat’s what yer 
grandfader wanted to tell ‘em an’ couldn't, 
whar dat ar was. He had a stroke you seo, 
an’ nebber could speak nor lift a finger arter 
it, an‘ all the time a tryin’ to, three days av’ 
nights. He was an awful close-communioned 
kind of man, Nebber told nobody nothin’. 
Dey asked him (his lawyerman died just fore 
he did yer see) ef dar was any will, an’ soma 
thought he meant yes, an’ some no, but dey 
nehber found none, so nobody don't know 
nothin’ ’bout it, An’ don’t you, honey. My 
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"vice fs, Jist say nothin’ "bout it. You've had 
it so long, an’ yer oughter hey it anyway. 
Blood is blood, ’member dat, my boy.” 

“Aunt Rhoda,” I said, feeling very chival- 
rous and strung to do and dare, “do you 
suppose I'll live a day longer on what is 
another's? I'd starve first, though there 
isn’t much danger of that. If a young girl 
ean get her own living I should think [ 
might.” : 

“ Vis, chile, but yer see yer warn’t brought 
up to it. Makes all de difference in de world, 
dat does,” said Aunt Rhoda, with a dubious 
shake of her head, 

But I paid little attention to her croakings. 
A feverish haste possessed me to divest iny- 
self of my unlawful riches, I could searcely 
dear the air L breathed, the food [ ate, the 
house I lived in. I communicated the dis- 
covery of the will at once, by letter, to Miss 
Orton, and commenced settling up matters as 
fast as possible preparatory to a removal to 
the West, which was then the popular El 
Dorado. I thought that I had knowledge 
enough to set up for a physician there. 

L did not wish to stay and meet my sueces- 
sor. It did not seem to me I could face her, 
for I had a strange unreasonable feeling of 
shame at holding the property from her so 
long. She answered my letters in a womanly, 
yet business-like style, begging me, however, 
in a deliberate manner, to consider the old 
place as my home always and to remain there 
as usual. 

In return for this I wrote a cold, proud 
letter, declining the offer, and pledging my 
word that I would as soon as possible make 
up the value of the only piece of property I 
had sold. . 

Then I disposed of my guns, fishing ap- 
paratus, and a number of other expensive 
articles which I didn’t see that a woman 
could have any possible use for, and started, 
cutting myself adrift. from all my old moor- 
ings and setting myself afloat on the world’s 
untried sea, as ignorant of its shoals and 
deeps as aman could well be. 

I settled in a Western town, and there, asT 
have said, I waited, till “hope deferred,” 
pride, disappointment and hard fare wrought 
such a change in me that many an hour I sat 
doubting my own identity. “This way les 
madness,” and so at last I came to the rash 
resolve to leave a world which I despised 
myself for my inability to conquer. 

When I made my morning professional call 
on Miss Farnsworth, I found her decidedly 


could by mentioning me with favor. 


comfortable. Indeed, she felt quite restored 
to her usual health, “thanks to my skill,” she 
sald, with a beaming smile, as I seated my- 
self ‘This little speech from the “grand 
leddy” quite enhanced my importance with 
Tim, who was stirring the fire, as I perceived 
at once from the expression of hfs face as he 
regarded me, 

T had thought my patient one of the most 
beautiful women I had ever seen, on the 
night before, and the clear morning light 
served only to confirm this first impresston, 
for, unlike so many women who seem only 
night-blooming flowers, she had no blemish 
of complexion, no lines of time and care, for 
daylight to search out and reveal. She was 
dazzlingly fair, without pallor, her abundant 
hair a pertect bronze, with those lovely waves 
and ripples that art seeks in vain to counter+ 
feit, and her cyes a rich, golden brown, 
luminous and warm. Ter figure was tall and 
full, and her expression at once noble and 
feminine. The old familiar quotation came 
at once to my mind as I regarded her: 


“A perfect woman, nobly planned, 
To warn, to comfort, and command.” 


Tfer peculiar conduct of the preceding night 
puzzled me, but she was a woman for whom 
it was impossible to entertain any feeling 
contrary Lo respect. 

When Tim had left the room she thanked 
me warmly, blushing brightly the while, for 
helping me on with her lite play of the 
night before, and then dismissing the subject, 
we fell into an easy, delightful conversation, 
until, at length, I found myself speaking of 
my business, or, rather, of my lack of it,a 
thing which [had never before done to any 
human being. 

“There is something wonderfully sym- 
pathetic about her nature,” T thought, as I 
went homeward, and for the first time fn 
many a day the winter sunlight seemed not 
to muck me with its brightness, 

Wonder of wonders! “It never rains but 
it pours.””) When 1 reentered my office, there 
was an order upon my slate. This was in- 
deed quite a big sprinkle for me—a eall te the 
house of the great man of the town. 

Well, it is especially true in a profession 
that “it is the first step which costs”” My 
call to Miss Farnsworth, who took up her 
quarters at the Darby House and became at 
once the fashion, helped me amazingly, aud I 
was quite sure she aided me whenever sho 
The 
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tide had turned with me—I had now only to 
turn my sails to the prosperous breezes, 

The people of Darley suddenly  dis- 
covered that Doctor Launce was not only 
afine physician but a gentleman, and this 
gave me an entree Into the circle In which 
Miss Farnsworth moved. Of course I fell in 
love with her. It would have been far more 
strange had I not. She was a fine musician, 
and of music I was passionately fond, and [ 
fell Into a habit of dropping into her parlor, 
when [ was weary with long rides, and rest- 
ing, while she sung, in her deliriously moudu- 
lated voice, songs sweet, and soft, and low. I 
got a way, too, of telling her of my hopes, my 
enres, my suecesses, and one night, when I had 
driven all day, and was, O, so gloriously tired 
with hard work, I told her what a mad, 
cowardly act her chance call had saved me 
from. 

T looked in her beautiful eyes, half shrink- 
ing—for what if I should read there contempt 
and scorn? But there were only pity and 
ineffable sympathy in their lovely depths. 

“You do not despise me?” I said, eagerty. 

“No,” she sald, softly. “1 know too well 
what creatures of opportunity we are, te do 
that. No,” she repeated, “I do not despise 
you.” 

There was some wonderful light in her eye, 
some heavenly smile about her mouth, as she 
spoke the word “despise,” that transported 
me, 

“No, you do not despisa me, Nora Farns- 
worth. You love mel!” I sald, with a sudden, 
triumphant surety, and all in a moment I 
held her mine, mine, in my arms. 

Once, before my love returned to her home 
in New York, I asked her what she meant by 
her assumed illness. 

“For that, and the reason why I left my 
home and came here, you must trust me till 
you come on to New York. You can, 
Launcelot?” She laughed as she spoke, but I 
could see a shade of anxiety in her face lest 
the seeret troubled me. 

“Yor that, and anything else in the world 
you may choose to ask me,” I said, with a 
fervor that reassured her. “And to New York 
Tshall come just as soon as I can bring the 
money with me to pay the debt I told yon of, 
I can go to my old home then, and meet Miss 
Orton without blushing.” 

“What sort of person do you suppose she 
is?” said Nora. 

“T never thought enough about her to pic- 
ture her,’ I answered, carelessly. “I only 


know I thank her now for giving me the 
chance to know what I was made of. And 
yet, God knows I cannot flatter myself,’ I 
added, soberly, “Success hangs on very 
slight things, sometimes.” 

Nora slid her soft hand in mine. 

“Forget that night,’ she sald, 
never would have done it.” 

But I don’t know about that. 

Nora went back to New York, and Istayed 
behind, well content to labor with so gtorious 
a prize in view. Such letters as we wrote! 
Nora has been my sweet, sweet wife this 
many a year, but I never think of some pas- 
sages in those I received from her without 
the sweet thrill returning that I knew when 
first Eread them. I have a fancy that lovers 
who are never parted lose the must lasting 
sweet of courtship—those delightfully extray- 
agant, deliciously absurd, and yet sacred 
things—love letters. 

Things went well with me, and it was not 
long before I had the pleasure of bidding Miss 
Nora Farnsworth expect me in New York on 
a certain day soon after the reception of the 
happily written letter conveying this bidding, 

I have no doubt but certain women with 
babies, certain young and old, but alike inex- 
perienced voyagers, thought me a most 
obliging and accommodating traveller on that 
trip from Darley, Indiana, to New York city. 
The fact was, IT was happy, and I could afford 
to be good-natured, J had the money in my 
pocket to pay that old debt which had 
weighed on me, like an incubus, so Jong, I 
had a profession that warranted me in mak- 
ing the sweetest woman in all the world my 
wife, and I was going after her now, 

At the New York station a pair of brown 
eyes drew my own like a magnet. ‘There was 
my own sweet darling waiting for me. How 
the blushes came and went in her soft round 
check, a3 she sat beside me in the carriage! 
As we rode on, an agitation, unusual to her 
manner, seemed to possess her and grow 
more aud more marked every moment. 

The quarter of the city through which we 
were passing was near my old home. We 
were even on the saine street, and as we were 
about to pass it, 1 cowdn’t help a feeling of 
reg et {only for her sake, I will affirm,) that 
this lovely place was not indeed mine, as I 
had once fancied. Why was the carriage 
stopping ? 

A soft hand stole shyly into mine, 

“Welcome back to your own, Launcelot 
Launce,” said a voice, bewilderingly swect. 


“You 
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“To all your own,” sho repeated, with an 
emphasis fervent and tender, and like one in 
adream I entered my old home, where old 
Aunt Rhoda reeeiyed “her boy” with 
rapturous delight. 

“Alicla Farnsworth Orton,” sald my brown 
eyed darling, with a gleam of merriment in 
those same brown cycs, while she made me 
an arch courtesy. “Aunt Rhoda sent me 
after you, didn’t you, aunty ?” 

“Yes, I did jist dat, honey. An’ I reckon 
ye've got him fast. Aint dat so, my boy? 
Guess I'd better be helpin’ set on dat supper.” 
And breakiug into a mellow, unctuous laugh 
that made her quiver like a huge mould of 
Jelly, Aunt Rhoda departed. 

“Did you think I could come here, and, 
driving you out, take that which was right- 
fully yours, T don’t care what the law says, 
without a word?” said Alicia Orton, her 
whole figure expressing a pride that at least 
matched myown. “When they told me you 
had gone West, without money or friends, I de- 
termined to find you If it were a possible thing, 
Besides, to tell the truth)’ she said, with ao 
little blush, “I liked your cold, proud letters, 


and had a little eurfosity about you. I found 
you at last, and learned enough of you, no 
matter how, to conyince me that times were 
none too good with you. I knew you wouldn't 
let me help you, knowingly, you proud, fool- 
ish fellow, so I had to disguise my name. My 
old days had taught me, long before, that 
fashion rules everything, a choice of physi- 
cians as well as musicians, so I adopted the 
little ruse you know of, for the double purpose 
of seeing you and bringing you into notice, [ 
don’t believe that success is always the gauge 
of a man’s inerit, but I saw that you could 
improve opportunity, That interested me, 
and then—and then—" 

How eclestially she blushed! 

“And then you fell in Jove with me,” JT 
said, supplying her hesitating speech. “And 
LT with you, Nora Farnsworth, And uow 
again with you, Alicia Orton, and never did 
aman before have two such glorious sweet- 
hearts!" 

And I had just time for the kiss that sealed 
my second betrothal, when Aunt Rhoda came 
shuffling in with news that moro substantial 
sweets awatted us. 
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